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AMERICA LIVES IN 
ANDMACHER SUITS 


ADVANCE SPRING LINES... Here, now, to sit lightly under winter coats, emerge as the big news next spring. Two J 


uits with shape and swing and the Handmacher promise of perfect fit. The white-collar suit in gabardine, sizes 10 to 20, 7 to 15 and 


oung Proportioned Plus sizes. 10+ to 20+. 860. The calf-belted suit in British tweed, sizes 10 to 20, 7 to 15. $70. In other fine 


abrics, too. At one store in your city. For its name, write Handmacher-Vogel, Inc., Dept. VII, 533 Seventh Avenue, New York 18. 
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BOTH OF THESE Saal 
DISTINGUISHED BOOKS ~ aN EDITION 


NEW AMER! 


EVERYMAN'S want we sew 
TA LMUD DOES FOR YOU 


Edited by DR. A. COHEN 
Introduction by DR. BOAZ COHEN 


Signing and mailing the coupon en- 
rolls you. It costs you sot 7 to 
join the Jewish Book Guild, Each 
month the Guild’s editors select an 
outstanding current book. You: pay 
only for the books you want, after 
you receive them, at the reduced, 
special member’s price plus a small 
mailing charge. You save up to half 
on the books you buy. 

When you join, we send yau a 
distinguished book free. For each 
four selections you buy, we send 
you a valuable Bonus Book free. 
And we also send you, free every 
month, The Guild News, an inter- 
esting brochure that among other 
features tells you about next month’s 
selection. 

If you do not want the forthcoming 
book, you simply return a print 
form. You enroll for no fixed term, 
and you may buy as few as four 
Guild selections a year. 
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One magnificent, very readable volume that 
condenses thirty volumes and 700 years of 
Jewish tradition. Here is the entire body of 
Jewish religious doctrine; the laws govern 
ing domestic, social, moral and_ physical 
life; folk lore; and the ancient civil and 
criminal law. It is a book that should be in 
every Jewish home—a rich storehouse of 
knowledge and inspiration. 


Terr 4 


Regular Retail Price $5.00 
FREE TO NEW MEMBERS 


PRINCE OF THE 
GHETTO 


By MAURICE SAMUEL 


A collection of Chassidic and folk tales retold from the 
works of Isaac Loeb (Yal) Peretz, “one of the most 
unjustly neglected geniuses of modern literature.’ 
Maurice Samuel weaves into this book a continuous 
and fascinating commentary on Peretz and his world 
—the almost-vanished civilization of Polish Jewry 
Complete with a survey of the structure and spirit of 
the Yiddish language. 


GUILD'S Ludwig Lewisohn 


Regular Retail Price $3.50 


FREE TO NEW MEMBERS worth of books 
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NATIONAL . 
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ADVISORY Charles Angoff 


for only $3.95 if you join now 





Start your membership with 


A TREASURY OF 
JEWISH HUMOR 


Edited by NATHAN AUSUBEL 





Pau! Eldridge 


A rich panorama of Jewish laughter 
through the ages—happy, bitter, funny 


and ironic stories; poems, essays, ex 


cerpts from novels, witty sayings, som THE JEWISH BOOK GUILD OF AMERICA, INC. 
by well-known ancient and modern Dept. D, 296 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y. 
authors and many more taken from the 


Please enroll me as member. I am to receive, FREE as a zift upon 
great unwritten literature. Among the : ™ 


, ; ; é | Joining, Prince of the Ghetto and Everyman’s Talmud. Send me as 

authors are Kober, Werfel, Perelman, my first selection, Treasury of Jewish Humor, at the special low 

Heine, Molnar, Peretz, Bialik, Zangwill member's price of $3.95, plus 25c postage and packing charge. I will 
rec he Guild News free e mo I "ceive ; 2 

and many others. eceive T ew free every month. I will receive a free 
Bonus Book for each additional four selections I buy, and my only 

Regular Retail Price $5.00 obligation is to accept four Guild selections the first year I am a 

é ¥ » men 
Only 3.95 to new members 
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TH NEW rEWISH SYN AGOGET, CORNER OF PIFTY-FIFTH STREET 
ASD LEXINGTON (VENEER. NEW YORK. [evorcerrien ny ae x woon] 


THE NEW SYNAGOGUE, 
We give on this ‘an engraving of the Jewish synagogue recently 
" erected in this city, at the corner of Fifty-fifth Street and Lexington Avenue, 
from designs by Ma, Henry Fernsacu. The gfound dimensions are 140 


by 93 feet, with an extreme interior height of 62 feet. Ht is divided by: 


pillars into bays, of which one is the organ-loft. another the choir, and the 
others the naves, The windows are filled with ich glass, and the east end 
is ornamented with a beautiful rose-window. ‘The interior walls are pro- 
fusely decorated in polychrome, applied in geometrical patterns. ‘The style 
is mainly Moorish, although the arrangement is Gotitic. ‘Tne cost of the 
synagogue was about $300,000, and it will seat 1500 persons. 


The oldest Synagogue 


in continuous use in New York. 


The cornerstone was laid by Jsaac M. Wise in 1870. 


The MESSAGE OF ISRAEL is broadcast 


and has been broadcast for 17 years from the pulpit of Central Synagogue by its ministry and choir. 








CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE presents an 


American Reform ritual. Its doors are 


open every day to everybody. 


CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE extends its 


good wishes for continued strength and 
success to the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. The dignity and quality of 
Jewish life in the United States of America 
leans heavily on the leadership of Reform 
Judaism now as it has for the past 100 
years. We ask God’s blessing on this greal 
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American Jupaism (incorporating Liberal Judaism, 
The Jewish Layman and Topics and Trends) is pub- 
lished bimonthly, except in August and September, 
by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
and its affiliates, the National Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods and the National Federation of Temple 
Sisterhoods. Editorial and advertising offices, 838 
Fifth Avenue, New York 21, N. Y. Office of publi- 
cation, 431 Main St., Cincinnati 2, Ohio. Address 
all communications to Editorial and Advertising 
offices. Copyright 1951 by the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations. Entered as second class mat- 
ter at the Post Office in Cincinnati, Ohio, October 
19, 1951, under the Act of March 3, 1879, Subscrip- 
tion rate: $2.50 a year; single copy 50c. 

Printed in U.S.A. 
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Salutation 


With this issue AMERICAN JupaisM makes its bow. Although it is offi- 
cially an organ of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and 
its afhliates—the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods and 
the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods—the magazine will 
not confine itself to matters which concern these groups alone. We 
hope to serve as a forum for discussion of vital subjects that interest 
Jews generally, concerning America, Israel and the world at large. 

When Isaac Mayer Wise founded our Union in 1873, he had in 
mind the development of an American Judaism which would meet the 
need for adjustment to our environment without giving up the funda- 
mentals that unite Jews the world over as a religious denomination. 
Isaac Wise spoke less frequently of “Reform” Judaism than he did of 
“American” Judaism. That is why, quite deliberately, the single ad- 
jective that he used in designating the institutions that he founded 
was American rather than Reform, or Liberal, or Progressive. 

We believe that we are carrying out the vision and far-reaching 
purposes of the founder and, at the same time, expressing the very 
essence of our cause when we designate this new magazine AMERICAN 
Jupaism. We anticipate that it will be the expression of a Judaism 
which, while reflecting the noblest in our past, will, nevertheless, 
bespeak the ideals and aspirations of a Judaism adapted to the con- 
temporary scene and to America, which is the home of our movement. 

No two words could express more precisely the common bond of 
our faith and our country than the title that we have selected as the 
name of this united voice of our movement. May each issue of AMERI- 
CAN JUDAISM summon us increasingly to the noblest purposes of both 
our American and our Jewish heritage. 









Refreshing ... 
WELCH’S WINE 
ON THE ROCKS 
A taste treat made in a jiffy! 
Here's how it’s made: 
2 a cubes in an Old-Fashioned 
fill with rich 


Weick’ 's Wine. Twist cf lemon 
peel may be added. 


Welchis Wine | =: 























WELCH’S WINE FREEZE 
You'll love Weich’s Wine 
served like this, and so easy 
to make: 

3 ounces of delicious Welch’s 
Wine, added to shaved ice, 
whirled in a mixer and gar- 
nished with orange slice. 
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WELCH’S WINE AND SODA 
Delightfully refreshing and 
flavorful — wonderful before, 
during, after dinner — and so 
easily made. Here’s how: 

Fill half a glass with Welch’s 
Wine, add ice cubes, fill with 
soda, stir. 


THE MASTERPIECE OF THE GRAPE MASTER 
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» Py Grape surct Sy 


produced and bottled by THE WELCH GRAPE JUICE CO., at the winery, Brocton, New York 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


October 3, 1951 


| “Except 
sia pupae OO ee Sea the Lord : 


my control will prevent my personal participation in the ded- 
ideation of the fine new home of the Union of American Hebrew 


Congregations on October twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh. e ‘ i 
It will be an inspiring occasion because this fabric build i 
will bear witness through the generations to faith in the ever 


living God of Israel. This is a time when we need to muster 
the moral forces of the world to save freedom of religion and 
all our cherished freedoms from the aggression of atheistic 


communism. T h f 
The enemy is at the gate and if we are wise we will e OuUSE, 


follow the ancient admonition of the Psalmist: "Except the 
Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it: 
except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in 


Would that the whole world might have a revival in e a our 


religion. I do not believe there is a question of foreign or 
domestic policy that could not be resolved amicably if examined 
in the spirit of the sentiment uttered by the Prophet Micah so 


® s 
many centuries ago. | 
I offer that sentiment as my message for the In : a n 


dedication: "An@ what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” 


Very sincerely yours tha t bu 1 ] d 
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‘hat “The dedication 
a) of the fine new home of the 
7 Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations 
will be an inspiring occasion,” 
President Truman comments 
to representatives of 
the Union. 
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GREETINGS 


May the New Year bring 


with it the fullest measure 


of justice, peace and brother- 


hood among all nations 


and all men. 


* 


FORD MOTOR COMPAN Y 


our 
BUILDERS OF FORD, LINCOLN AND MERCURY CARS... FORD TRUCK Bitre 


FARM TRACTORS AND INDUSTRIAL ENGINES 





Fulfillment of a Dream 
by Rabbi Maurice N. pean 


President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations 


| do indeed come true, and we rejoice that 
two such dreams are symbolized in this issue of our 
new magazine. We exult that our hope of a vigorous 
voice of American Judaism has now been realized and 
that this publication carries to a half-million readers 
our fervent good wishes’for a year filled with personal 
happiness, congregational achievement and world 


peace. 

But even more wonderful is the fulfillment of that 
long-cherished dream to which this first issue is dedi- 
cated: the completion of our new Union House of 
Living Judaism, so eagerly desired, so long awaited. 
Our hearts overflow with thanksgiving to God who has 
brought this fond hope to fruition. Our souls are filled 
with gratitude to the leaders of the National Federa- 
tion of Temple Sisterhoods and to the thousands of 
Sisterhood members throughout this continent, and 
even overseas, who helped to establish our new and 
imposing home. 

The Dedication Issue of AMERICAN JUDAISM voices 
our profound thanks to the late Albert A. Berg, for his 
extraordinary generosity; to Rabbi Samuel H. Golden- 


son, Judge Charles Griffiths, and the late Jacob Aron- 
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son whe played such invaluable roles in procuring 
this munificent gift; to the ever-faithful chairman of 
our Building Committee, Mr. Charles Mayer, as well 
as to its every persevering member; to our able archi- 
tect, Mr. Harry M. Prince; to our builders, Mr. Paul | 
Tishman and his staff, who “beyond the line of duty” 
or economic consideration were resolved to give us a 
structure of surpassing beauty and utility; to Miss 
Eleanor Pepper, our Design Consultant; to Mr. Louis 
Ross, imaginative and gifted artist; to every artisan, 
who, with the labor of his hands and the sweat of his 
brow, fashioned this noble edifice. 

Most of our congregational leadership throughout 
the continent will be sharing in the historic and im- 
pressive Dedication Program. And we hope that when 
those who cannot be with us on this occasion will be 
visiting New York City they will afford us the oppor- 
tunity of showing them our new home—this new bas- 
tion of our faith, this new dynamic center of our 
Living Judaism. : 

For the benefit of those for whom this rare privilege 
may be deferred, may I have the pleasure of taking 
them on an imaginary tour of this beautiful new house 





of our faith, already described by leading architec- 
tural authorities as one of the stateliest structures in 
New York City. Just one example of this widely held 
opinion is the following letter received by Mr. Prince, 
our architect, from Mr. Douglas Gibbons, head of the 
real estate firm of Douglas Gibbons & Co., Inc.: 


“I manage the building at 834 Fifth Avenue for Laurance 
Rockefeller and we were all naturally very anxious to see 
what sort of building you were going to build on the corner 
of 65th Street, our next door neighbor. 

“T am writing to tell you what an addition you have 
made to Fifth Avenue—I think it should be a prize win- 


ning building. I congratulate you.” 


For hundreds of thousands of visitors who stroll up 
New York’s famous Fifth Avenue or who drive across 
Central Park’s Sixty-fifth Street transverse, this im- 
posing structure commands attention, even amid the 
multiplicity of New York City’s commanding edi- 
fices. Its ecclesiastically-rounded parapet, its sleek 
horizontally-elongated windows blend and harmonize 
the traditional and the contemporary into an architec- 
tural synthesis of old and new, of ancient and con- 
temporary, which is precisely appropriate for a move- 
ment which seeks to retain the best of the old while 
striving to attain the finest in the new. 

Coming closer, one observes its limestone facade, 
capped by the Two Tablets of the Law with bronze 
Hebrew letters as abbreviations for the Ten Command- 
ments which comprise Israel’s legacy from the past 
and its solemn warning to the present and the future. 
Like stern moral monitors they send forth their time- 
tested admonition to the councils of the United Nations 
as well as to the various legations of foreign powers 
located in the shadow of our new home—a warning 
and an admonition that this is the way to stave off im- 
minent atomic world destruction; that this is the way 
to build a just and peaceful and abiding civilization. 

Lower down on this dignified and imposing facade 
of variegated limestone, ranging from deep gray to 





















light fawn and thus avoiding the monotone of a single- 
hued exterior—and immediately above its massive oak 
entrance doors—is the Mogen Dovid, carved in an at- 
tractive stone design, which proudly identifies this as 
a Jewish structure. The sublime maxim, “Love Thy 
Neighbor as Thyself,” is boldy etched in stone across 
the entire Fifth Avenue front and Micah’s Great Sum- 
mation of Judaism and of all great faith is inscribed 
along the whole eighty feet of the building on the East 
Sixty-fifth Street side: “Do Justly, Love Mercy and 
Walk Humbly with Thy God.” The sources of these 
majestic utterances are clearly indicated, from Leviti- 
cus and Micah respectively, so that “he who runs can 
read,” so that through the years the millions who ob- 
serve this edifice will have borne unmistakably upon 
their minds this essence of the Hebrew heritage, this 
Hebraic source of the loftiest in the American spiritual 
tradition. 

On either side of the simple and dignified entrance 
are two inscriptions: one on the left bearing the words, 
“Union of American Hebrew Congregations”; and on 
the right side, “Moritz and Josephine Berg Memorial,” 
commemorating the names of the beloved parents of 
the late Albert Berg, our cherished benefactor. 

On either side of the Fifth Avenue entrance is a 
large and handsome display window in which, with the 
passing of the seasons and the procession of our Jewish 
Holy Days and Festivals, appropriate objets d’art, rare 
and interesting Jewish ceremonial objects, treasured old 
Hebrew manuscripts, illuminated tomes, to be loaned 
to us from the museum of our Hebrew Union College- 
Jewish Institute of Religion, will be exhibited for the 
interest and edification of the countless passers-by. 

Upon entering, one is struck at once by the elegant 
simplicity of the vestibule, the walls of which are lined 
with exquisitely-matched slabs of rich-toned Cassina 
Rose marble, leading directly into the more spacious, 
lofty-ceilinged lobby with its equally warm-hued mar- 
ble columns, its vaulted two-storied ceiling tinted a 
delicate sky-blue, its rose-gray walls, and the glisten- 
ing marble floor. In the center of the floor there is a 
large circular bronze plaque, an exact replica of the 
Union Seal which proclaims the venerable nature of 
our organization, founded in 1873, and its still his- 
torically tried and ever appropriate maxim: “Talmud 
Torah K’neged Kulom” (The study of the Torah pre- 
cedes all else). 

In the lobby also there are to be two bronze plaques 


Making plans for the House of Living Judaism. Left to 
right: Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath; Hon. Charles K. 
Griffiths, legal adviser to the late Dr. Albert A. Berg; 
the late Jacob Aronson, then Chairman of the UAHC 
Board; Dr. Berg; and Harry M. Prince, architect. 
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imperishably inscribing our never-failing sense of 
gratitude to the late Albert Berg and to the National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods for the indispen- 
sable role which they both have played in this historic 
undertaking. On either side ‘of the lobby are three 
large illuminated ceremonial display cases where vari- 
ous symbols of our faith, its festivals and customs, 
likewise from the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Insti- 
tute of Religion, will be prominently exhibited. To the 
left is the broad entrance to the attractively furnished 
Sisterhood Lounge with its alluring fireplace niche on 
whose walls there will be etched the names of those 
Sisterhoods which lived up to their full measure of re- 
sponsibility in bringing this noble project to its joyous 
fulfillment. On the right is the Exhibit Room where, on 
permanent display, will be the many fruits of our Com- 
mission on Synagogue Activities, the innumerable 
ceremonial objects which it has creatively brought into 
being, and the multitude of volumes which comprise 
the unique contribution to American Jewish education, 
culture and religion of our Commission on Jewish Edu- 
cation. 

Along both sides of the lobby, and in the center of 
each of ten graceful arches between marble columns, 
one observes the beauty and symbolic richness of the 
ten Holiday and Festival plaques molded in plaster 
and artistically tinted in color by the eminent artist, 
Louis Ross. (See illustrations on page 10 and 11.) 

Starting at the left is the plaque connoting the be- 
ginning of the Jewish year, the Rosh Ha-shono. It por- 
trays the Scales of Justice, reminiscent of that historic 
Day of Judgment, and contains likewise two interlock- 
ing rams’ horns, blown each year to announce the ad- 
vent of the Jewish New Year. Six stars are visible in 
the background, symbolic of the Six Days of Creation, 
of which the New Year is considered, in Jewish tradi- 
tion, to be a reminder. 

Proceeding along this north wall is the plaque of the 
Day of Atonement, which reveals a replica of the Ark 
of the Covenant. According to tradition, the Ark ac- 
companied the Israelites through the wilderness and 
reposed later in the Holy of Holies of the Temple at 
Jerusalem into which the High Priest entered only on 
the Atonement Day when he uttered the ineffable name 
of God, which name YHVH is in the Hebrew letters 7 
immediately above the Ark. 

The next plaque in the very center of the lobby, and 
repeated in the center of the south wall likewise, por- 


Dr. Samuel Goldenson, rabbi emeritus of Temple 
Emanu-El, New York City, breaks the ground for the 
new building. Looking on are Mrs. Louis A. Rosett, 
NFTS President, Mrs. Edward B. Schulkind, NFTS 
Chairman of the House of Living Judaism campaign; 
Jacob Aronson and Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath. 


trays the Sabbath which is thus centered and repeated 
because, in our tradition, the Sabbath has indeed been 
regarded as the very center and core of the Jewish 
calendar. Did not our sages remind us that as “Israel 
has preserved the Sabbath so the Sabbath has preserved 
Israel”? The Sabbath is depicted by the two candles 
kindled by every true mother in Israel upon the advent 
of each Sabbath eve; the chalo or Sabbath loaf of 
bread used in the blessing; the cup for hallowing the 
sacramental wine; and the incense burner, or spice- 
box, which bespeaks the sweetness and joy of the Sab- 
bath and which is used in the ritual to bid adieu reluc- 
tantly to the weekly day of rest. 

Following the Sabbath plaque is an imaginative, 
rather contemporary conception of the Festival of 
Tabernacles or Sukos, symbolizing the booth or suko 
in which the Israelites dwelt in their miraculous march 
through the wilderness. Here also are depicted the vari- 
ous additional symbols of this festival. The lulov or 
palm branch; the willow; the myrtle; the esrog or 
citron. 

The final plaque on this wall reveals an open Scroll 
of the Law, reminiscent of the Festival of Simchas 
Torah or Rejoicing of the Law which concludes the 
Autumn Holy Season when the annual cycle of read- 
ings from the Scrolls is completed and the first chapter 
of Genesis is begun once more. 

Immediately across the lobby, continuing the se- 
quence of the Hebrew calendar, is the plaque of 
Chanuko. This is represented by the beautiful eight- 
branched candelabrum, or Menorah, which is kindled 
during the Festival of Lights to celebrate the military 
victory of the Maccabeans over Syrian paganism and 
the rededication of the Temple after it had been vici- 
ously polluted by the troops of Antiochus Epiphanes 
in ancient days. 












Next comes the Purim plaque, recalling the heroism 

of Esther and of all our women of valor ever since, 
who, like the queenly Esther, have sacrificially uttered 
these words, which in the Biblical Hebrew are inscribed 
on the original Purim scroll as “M’gilos Esther” and 
portrayed on this plaque: “If I perish. I perish.” 

Once again, the plaque of the Sabbath, and then 
there follows the Passover plaque which ingeniously 
presents virtually all of the rich symbolism of the 
Passover festival. In its very center is an elaborately 
decorated Passover plate, while below it are the four 
cups of wine traditionally imbibed at this joyous feast 
commemorative of Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian 
bondage. Herein can be discerned also the lamb-bone 
reminiscent of the historic Passover sacrifices. At the 
very top of the plaque and on either side are repre- 
sentations of the matso or unleavened bread prescribed 
for the Passover, where likewise can be seen the sprig 
of parsley, the almond and apple which comprise the 
charoses or mortar which embittered the lives of our 
Hebrew forebears in Egypt. 

The final plaque, nearest the doorway on the right, 
portrays most graphically and dramatically the burn- 
ing crest of Sinai, the jagged streaks of lightning out 
of which emerge the Tablets of the Law, thus vividly 
symbolizing the historic Revelation imputed to Moses 
which is commemorated each year at the Festival of 
Shovuos. 

Thus is the cycle of Jewish festivals concluded, and 
the principal traditional ceremonials of the Jewish 
year as well as the spiritual message which they seek 
to impart reverently enshrined within this spacious and 
impressive lobby which marks the entry into the spirit- 
ual home of our great movement of American Judaism. 

However, the piéce de résistance, of this richly sym- 
bolic and arrestingly beautiful first floor is the Chapel; 
and when funds are available, it will become a price- 
less gem of Jewish religious art and architecture. Over 
its wide portals on the lobby side is a plaster sculp- 
tured representation of the Priestly Blessing, also 
colored by Mr. Ross: the two hands with fingers: spread 
apart to form the Hebrew letter ¥, being the first let- 
ter of *~w,a Hebrew word for God, are raised in bene- 
diction for all who would enter this retreat from life’s 
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hurly-burly to taste within its quiet walls the so- 
desperately needed rest and refreshment of spirit. In- 
side the Chapel, light panelled walls seem to attest to 
the “yea-saying” confidence of our faith, while its Ark, 
its Eternal Light, and stained glass windows will, 
with increased funds, we hope, become so incompar- 
ably beautiful a miniature synagogue as will induce 4 
others to duplicate it in their respective communities. \ 
The Chapel, however, will not be restricted to its c 
occasional moment of worship but will rather seek to il 
fulfill another, and equally indispensable function of 
the historic synagogue. We hope to make it an excep- 
tionally useful “place of education” or “Bes Ha- a 
Midrash.” Immediately behind and above the Chapel oO 
is a large balcony room, which can be closed off from he 
or be opened to the Chapel and which can thus serve ta 
on occasions for overflow attendance in the Chapel it- to 
self. But, more regularly and more consistently func- 
tional will be the use of this room as a center for Audio 
Visual education. Here—if special gifts will be avail- 
able—we shall have comprehensive collections of 
films and filmstrips, recordings, and all the equipment § °° 










Wi 


Re 


necessary for this increasingly useful adjunct to gen- | Hil 
eral and Jewish education in America. By virtue of its °! 
location adjacent to the Chapel, this room will be used § “ 
frequently in connection with the Chapel for lectures, 
exhibits and the like—thus contributing to the further bi 
enrichment, through the Union, of the Jewish educa- the 
tional programs in the thousands or more congrega- @ P® 
tions which we now serve. an 
tor 


The Fifth Avenue side of the mezzanine will be util- 
ized as a library which will not duplicate the many 
excellent libraries in New York but which, by its spe- 
cialization in all things pertaining to the American 
synagogue, will strive uniquely to supplement the city’s 
extensive library facilities. Here, in time—and once 
more, through much hoped for additional resources— 
we expect to have ready references to the history of the 
American synagogue, the Reform synagogue particu 
larly; to its architecture; its administration; its educa: 
tion; its auxiliaries; its organization and expansion; 
its men, women, youth, children. Nothing synagogual 
will be lacking on its shelves. E 

From the open balcony of the mezzanine one catches 


ou 
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another stirring view of the lobby before proceeding 
to the second floor where we find the expansive—and 
expandable—Board Room, which stretches across the 
entire fifty feet of our Fifth Avenue frontage. Panelled 
in a light Korina wood, with its warm textured cork 
floor. its rich and massive Board tables, its comfortable 
and attractive chairs, this room will prove inviting to 
the members of our various Boards—Union, Sister- 
hood. Brotherhood, Youth—who will be eager to par- 
ticipate in the increasingly important and far-reaching 
deliberation of these respective bodies who will share 
its spacious quarters, At the south end of this handsome 
room is a lifelike portrait of the late Jacob Aronson, 
painted by the gifted American Jewish artist, Joseph 
Margolies. This painting, together with the furnishings 
of this room, was made possible by the many friends 
and co-workers of the deeply-lamented Jacob Aronson, 
who, as chairman of the Union Board, brought to our 
cause so many of his exceptional gifts and who, through 
his wisdom and judgment, helped consummate the gen- 
erous benefaction of the late Albert Berg. 

Adjacent to the Board Room, space is provided for 
a fully-equipped kitchen. We hope that some among 
our constituent congregations, Sisterhoods and Brother- 
hoods will wish to equip this kitchen, and thus facili- 
tale meetings, avoid loss of time otherwise necessitated 
for meals and at the same time add immeasurably to 
ihe camaraderie of such gatherings. 

Continuing down the corridor, with its soft yellow 
walls and asphalt tile floor, we come to the Chairman’s 
Ktoom, available to leaders of the Union and of our 
congregations who will be visiting us. Here we would 
like to make them feel literally at home, with a room 
of their own in which to write letters, make telephone 
calls, hold private conferences and the like. 


Beginning in the rear of the second floor, the Com- — 


bined Campaign is housed. Through the remainder of 
the building are accommodations for our diverse de- 
partments, commissions, committees, activities, affili- 
ates, which in reality are the nerve centers, the labora- 
tories, the dynamos of mind and heart which bring to 
our ever-growing constituency the products of our 








collective thinking and striving. Throughout the 
building are sun-flooded rooms for work and study. 

The third floor is the home of our Commission on 
Jewish Education, which, notwithstanding the incom- 
pérable contribution which it has already made during 
the past quarter century, now plans to blaze new trails 
and enrich to an even greater degree the spiritual and 
cultural life of our American children and youth. And 
that our contemporary youth shall no longer be the 
forgotten folk of our generation, our expanding Depart- 
ment of Youth will have its own commodious quarters 
immediately adjacent to our Education Commission. 

The headquarters of our National Federation of 
Temple Brotherhoods is on the fourth floor where, in 
addition to its staff quarters it possesses also a “Mein- 
bers’ Room” serving a function similar to that of the 
Union’s Chairman’s. Room. On the fifth floor is our 
New York Federation, which is a veritable Union in 
itself, serving now more than sixty congregations in 
the metropolitan area of New York. The entire sixth 
floor has been given over—and most déservedly—to 
the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, for its 
quarters, including its New York State Federation as 
well as its President’s Room for intimate meetings and 
conferences. A Women’s Staff Rest Room completes 
this unusually attractive Sisterhood floor. 

On the seventh or top floor is the study of the Presi- 
dent of the Union, the Administrative Secretary, the 
Assistant to the President, the Director of Synagogue 
Activities, the Publicity and Public Relations Depart- 
ment including the Editor and Advertising Manager of 
this magazine; the Director of Radio and Television, 
as well as small staff conference room en suite with 
the president’s study. This conference room together 
with the many additional parlors, lounges, library, 
Board Room, will provide an abundance of space for 
staff meetings, conferences, research groups, all of 


which will contribute to the intensification, the unifi- 


cation and the magnification of the program of the 
Union and its affiliates. 

Our tour covers, however inadequately, an unusually 
beautiful and functional building—that is, with the ex- 











A time to break down... 


ception of the seemingly neglected lowest level which, 
in reality, will be far from neglected. There will be 
centered the flourishing book division which distrib- 
utes our widely acclaimed publications and educational 
materials to more than a thousand religious schools 
throughout this continent and the entire English speak- 
ing world. Thus, we are fulfilling, in a practical way, 
the injunction inscribed upon the bronze plaque of the 
lobby floor: “Study of the Torah precedes all else.” 
Interpreting Torah, then, as the Jewish way of life, as 
the moral discipline of the Jew and the spiritual foun- 
dation of civilization, we can appropriately claim that 
in our Union House of Living Judaism from cellar to 
skyview roof, eight floors above, with its breath-taking 
panorama of Central Park, we have established in the 
heart of America’s greatest center of population a 
throbbing, breathing living house and vital home of 
our faith. We have every confidence that it will bestow 
its richest blessings upon America and the whole house- 
hold of Israel, wherever it dwells. 

With hearts welling with thanksgiving to all who 
have made this dream come true, we shall dedicate, to 
the glory of God and the services of all His children, 
this “thing of beauty” which will indeed be “a joy 
forever”—this embodiment of the holiness of beauty 
which will be consecrated to “the beauty of holiness” 
and the doing of God’s will upon earth. 
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--.a time to build up. 


Calendar of Events 


November 5-7, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Convention NFTS District No. 5, Pennsylvania Federation 
of Temple Sisterhoods 


November 10-11, Boston, Mass. 
New England Regional Conference, UAHC 


November 13-15, Lima, Ohio 
Convention NFTS District No. 6, Ohio Federation of 


Temple Sisterhoods 


November 17-18, Lexington, Ky. 
Kentucky-Tennessee Regional Conference, UAHC 


November 17-18, Miami, Fla. 
Southeast Regional Conference, UAHC 


November 17-19, Miami, Fla. 
Convention NFTS District No. 14, Southeast Federation 
of Temple Sisterhoods 


November 17-19, Lexington, Ky. 
Convention NFTS District No. 12, Kentucky-Tennessee 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 


November 24-25, Tacoma, Wash. 
Northwestern Regional Conference, UAHC 


December 1-2, Sacramento, Calif. 
Northern California (Western) Regional Conference, 


UAHC 


December 1-2, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Ohio Valley Regional Conference, UAHC 
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American Reform rabbis and their wives 
arrive at Lydda Airport in an El] Al Constellation. 


A Pilgrimage 


to Isr ael by Herbert A. Friedman 


Ox DAY early in July of this year, fourteen Amer- 
ican rabbis, members of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, five of them accompanied by their 
wives, took off from Idlewild Airport in an EL AL Con- 
stellation. We were shepherded by a lovely Israeli lass 
who had appeared earlier at New London in the uni- 
form of the chief hostess of the Israel National Air- 
lines. A swift flight, broken only by a short stop at 
Gander, Newfoundland, brought the group to London. 

Having arrived in London on a Friday morning, we 
decided not to continue the journey, which would have 
meant landing in Israel after the advent of the Sabbath. 
Since the Sabbath in England in the summer is not 
officially concluded until approximately 10:30 P.M., 
we took off after midnight and landed at Lydda Air- 
port, outside of Tel Aviv, Sunday afternoon. 

From the very outset, our group, augmented by three 
more rabbis who joined us in Israel, enjoyed the finest 
cooperation. Members of the Foreign Ministry met us 
at the airport, and only the uncertain hour of our ar- 
rival prevented Mr. Moshe Sharett himself from being 
present. We were escorted quickly and without hin- 
drance through customs, and proceeded to Jerusalem. 





Rabbi Friedman of Temple Emanuel, Denver, Colo., together 
with Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein of Rochester, N. Y., President 
of the CCAR, headed the pilgrimage described in this article. 
Rabbi Friedman served as a U. S. Army Chaplain in World 
War II. During 1947 he served as assistant to Rabbi Bernstein 
when the latter was Adviser on Jewish Affairs to the American 
Commander in the European Theater. 
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As we moved up through the Corridor into the Judean 
hills, just at twilight, there came the sharp magic of 
tasting dramatic vistas, suffused with memories of Bible 
and history. 

We remained in Israel almost five weeks, attempting 
earnestly to fulfill the purpose of our Summer Institute 
—to study the land and its people, to learn the progress 
and the problems. We were very conscious of the fact 
that the Reform rabbinate was the first in America 
oficially to sponsor such a study course for its mem- 
bers, and the people of Israel were very conscious of 
our presence. We made it clear at every turn that we 
had not come to proselytize for the Reform point of 
view, and yet it was also clear that we were very inter- 
ested in the status of religion in Israel. 

It is almost impossible to recall all the exciting 
stories and fascinating episodes during our field trips. 
At Beilinson Hospital we found Dr. Zalman Grinberg, 
once the head of the DP Central Committee in Ger- 
many, remembered by some who had heard him speak 
so dramatically at the biennial general assembly of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations in Cincin- 
nati in 1945. At Kfar Truman, we met the English girl 
who knew no Hebrew and nothing about farming, but 
who had come to live in an agricultural village in 
Israel because her heart and dancing bare feet took her 
there. At Peki’in, we saw Shulamit-Margalit, the daugh- 
ter of the only Jewish family in a solidly Arab village, 
a family whose traceable history in that village goes 
back four centuries. 









At Caesarea we saw excavations three weeks old of 
a well-preserved Roman temple. At Yad Mordechai, on 
the border down near Gaza, there is a new gigantic 
statue of Mordecai Danilewitz, hero of the Warsaw 
ghetto, standing on a high hill-top, dominating the 
entire area. It was on this spot that King Farouk was 
photographed in 1948, when the Egyptians were say- 
ing that they would be in Tel Aviv in less than a week. 
At Dan we cooled our feet in the headwaters of the 
Jordan, and at Tiberias we swam in the Galilee. It was 
a wonderful, exciting trip, filled with crdwded days. 
Only as each man pores carefully through his notebook 
will he be able to recall everything he saw or did or 
heard. 

During the five weeks of our stay we were based at 
the Berl Katznelson. Institute of Social and Political 
Science in Kfar Saba. This is a lovely campus, located 
in the Sharon Plain, where we were housed and had 
classrooms and a library at our disposal. Here we lis- 
tened to the many lecturers our curriculum provided, 
and from Beth Berl we made our various tours around 
the country. It was an excellent combination of class- 
room experience plus field trips, which in totality pro- 
vided us with the most rounded picture of Israel any 
serious visitor could possibly obtain. Our driver, Aryeh, 
was a young ex-soldier, sporting the fierce handle-bar 
mustache copied from the British; and our guide, 
Moshe, fought again every inch of the terrain over 
which he conducted us. 

We had twenty lectures, and we covered the land 
from Metullah to Elath, outstripping the ancient land- 
marks of Dan to Beersheba. It was a full and fruitful 
experience. We listened to Dr. Chaim Yachiel talk 
about foreign policy and were present to feel the im- 
pact of Abdullah’s assassination. We invited the lead- 
ers of the various political parties to explain their 
programs and actually witnessed the excitement of 


Avraham Harman (left), on behalf of the State 
of Israel, extends good wishes to Rabbi Philip 
S. Bernstein and Rabbi Herbert Friedman, who 
headed the pilgrimage. 














election day. In every field—public health, military 
finance, industry, religion—we heard problems ana- 
lyzed in the classroom and saw problems unfolding 
across the countryside. Every rabbi, in the group felt 
that he was the wiser and the better for having partici- 
pated. 

As far as the problems of Israel are concerned, it 
became apparent to us that the number one problem of 
immigration would continue unabated, because there is 
a fierce and proud desire to provide a home for all who 
need it. The airlift from Bagdad is completed and some 
120,000 Iraqi Jews have been brought in. At whatever 
rate and from whatever area, Jews will continue to 
arrive in Israel. More than ever before, we came to 
understand the necessity for maintaining the financial 
support of American Jewry at the highest possible 
level. The United Jewish Appeal is a household word 
in Israel, and everyone there knows that this money 
has meant life and more life. Each of us in the group 
repeated his intention of increasing the help he would 
give the UJA in his local community. By providing 
spiritual insights and physical descriptions, each mem- 
ber of our Summer Institute could lend immeasurable 
leadership support to the UJA, the Bond Drive, and 
every other responsible agency. 

From our point of view, the second most pressing 
problem was that of religion. There is an established 
orthodoxy—which reflects the desires and attitudes of 
a portion of the population—whose size no one really 
knows, On the other hand, there is a great indifference 
on the part of the young people especially to this estab- 
lished orthodoxy. How to stem the tide of this indif- 
ference, which leads to complete secularization, and 
actually to reverse it, is a question which is concerning 
many people in Israel, as well as ourselves. 

We would suggest, of course, the liberalization of 
religious legalism, and especially the removal of what 
we consider certain civil matters from the now exclusive 
jurisdiction of religious courts and rabbis. Such liber- 
alization and such separation of church and state can 
probably be effectuated ultimately only by indigenous 
pressure from within Israel. We should, however, con- 
tinue to indicate our interest in this matter, and to 
assist in any plans which may be proposed for the 
achievement of these objectives. 

At a final evaluation session we held on the day be- 
fore the Summer Institute concluded, we expressed a 
unanimous feeling that the CCAR should encourage 
the holding of future Institutes, annually if possible. 
For only by this method, said Rabbi Philip S. Bern- 
stein, “can bridges of understanding be built between 
Israel and American Jewry.” We came to learn some- 
thing of Israel, and they came to know something about 
us. It was a healthy, valuable, fruitful exchange, which 
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can only be productive of mutual benefit. More than 
mountains of words and reams of speeches, men meet- 
ing face to face create understanding. We all left Israel 
feeling that the first CCAR Summer Institute had in- 
deed been an historic experience. 

The president of the CCAR, Rabbi Philip S. Bern- 
stein, of Rochester, N. Y., had first conceived the idea 
of holding such an Institute in Israel, and with his wise 
hand at the helm, the following statement was evolved 
at our concluding session on August 8th, which sums 
up our thinking on the question of religion in Israel: 


‘We came to Israel to learn and to help. We have 
been profoundly impressed by what we have seen. We 
nave watched the new immigrants arriving by the 
thousands on the Transylvania and by plane from Iraq. 
We have seen homes and villages spring up overnight. 
We could hardly believe our eyes in the Negev where 
-ewish oases now begin the conquest of the wilder- 
1ess. We have noted the determined and growingly 
uccessful struggle against disease, social problems, 
illiteracy and unemployment. We have been gratified 
at the fair treatment accorded to the Arabs, and to the 
Christian groups and institutions. We rejoiced in the 
political maturity of Israel as demonstrated in the re- 
cent elections. Israel is now a source of pride to the 
Jews of the world and a major contribution to human 
progress. It shows the way to the backward areas of 
the earth, and especially to the Middle East. 

“We are aware also of the problems, the hardships 
and the sacrifices. On our return to America we will do 
all in our power to help, through the United Jewish 
Appeal, the Bond Drive and other established agencies. 

“On most of the current problems of Israel it would 
not be fitting for citizens of another country to offer 
public comment. However, there are two matters which 
represent our proper concern and about which we make 
these brief statements. 

“It is understandable that Israel should desire Amer- 
ican Jews to settle here and contribute their Western 
skills and enlightenment. Individual American Jews 
undoubtedly will come to Israel. But the great majority 
vf American Jews will remain in America where their 
roots are deeply planted and in whose future they have 
unshakable faith. Israel should accept this as a fact and 
should build its relations with American Jewry on the 
basis of this reality. The future of Jewry will resolve 
itself essentially into the fate of two great co-existent 
Jewish communities, Israel and America. Properly en- 
visioned, this will be a source of mutual strength and 
fructification. We must then build bridges of under- 
standing and mutual respect. We intend that our Insti- 
tute, which will be conducted annually, will be such a 
bridge. 

“The problem of religion in Israel is the proper 
concern of rabbis. We realize that the young state is 
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. there came the sharp magic of tasting dramatic 
vistas, suffused with memories of Bible and history.” 


harassed by many pressing problems. We believe, 
however, that the time has come for a concentrated 
effort on the part of all Jewish elements to build up 
the religious life and institutions of Israel. We as Re- 
form rabbis believe there is need in Israel for progres- 
sive religious development. These must be indigenous 
to the land but can be helped from without. The Cen- 
tral Conference of American Rabbis intends to give its 
support to liberal religion here. We hope that young 
American rabbis will settle here to help with the up- 
building of a liberal Israeli religious movement. 

“This brings us to the question of status for non- 
Orthodox synagogues and rabbis. We propose that 
Conservative and Reform rabbis be granted rights 
equal to those held by Orthodox rabbis. We urge the 
separation of church and state which will give freedom 
of conscience to all citizens of Israel. We believe that 
religion in Israel will be healthier if freely accepted 
rather than imposed through the establishment of an 
oficial rabbinate with absolute authority in religious 
matters. 

“We trust that these and other problems will be 
solved in due course by the great and growing State of 
Israel. We pledge to our Israeli brethren our fullest 
understanding and support. 


“Puiip S. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y., President 
Morton APPLEBAUM, Flint, Mich. 
Harry Brevis, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Louis CasupaANn, Charleston, W. Va. 
ADOLPH Fink, Salt Lake City, Utah 
HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN, Denver, Colo. 
HERBERT HENDEL, Bradford, Pa. 
Jutius LIEBERT, Pensacola, Fla. 
CHARLES MANTINBAND, Florence, Ala. 
JosepH Paymer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Rupo.peH ROSENTHAL, Cleveland, Ohio 
Jacos Runpin, Great Neck, L. I., N. Y. 
IsRAEL SARASOHN, Marshall, Texas 
Jacos SHANKMAN, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
Louis M. YouncERMAN, Allentown, Pa.” 
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Torah Crown retrieved 
from the Nazis 


Ox: OF THE most spectacular ways in which the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
serves the community at large is through its traveling 
exhibit of Jewish art objects, which is now on tour 
from coast to coast. Important cities like Washington, 
D. C. and Philadelphia, as well as small-towns served 
by the students of the College, have already enjoyed a 
successful run of this exhibition. Requests for it con- 
tinue to come pouring into our office. 

Our museum on the Cincinnati campus is rich in 
treasures incorporating the artistic heritage of many 
countries and centuries. It was not easy, therefore, to 
assemble an exhibit which would be truly representa- 
tive of the nature and scope of Jewish art and which, at 
the same time, would not present too many difficulties 
from the point of view of transportation. But we be- 
lieve that we have successfully solved this problem, 
and that the eighty items which make up our traveling 
exhibit are eloquent testimony not only to the exist- 
ence of a Jewish art but also to its two dimensions?” 
the “Festival Cycle of the Jewish Year” and “From the 
Cradle to the Grave.” 

The center of Jewish art is, of course. the most sacred 
object used in Jewish worship, the Scroll of the Torah. 
Symbol of God’s Revelation to man, this Scroll is 
treated with the greatest respect; and upon it Jewish 
artists have ever bestowed their genius and love. 

The richly ornamented silver crown and the breast- 





Dr. Landsberger is research professor and lecturer in Jewish 
art as weil as Curator of the Museum on the Cincinnati cam- 
pus of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. 
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on Tour 


by Franz Landsberger 


Torah Crown, Holland, 
18th century 


plate are part of the standard equipment of the Torah 
Scroll. In addition to these, there are the richly em- 
broidered textiles in which the Scroll is clothed (Jews 
have always been fond of the most painstaking type of 
embroidery) and the silver pointer used by the reader 
to guide him in his reading. Instead of the single crown, 
two separate rimonim have also been in use, embellish- 
ing the top of each wooden roller. 

As already indicated, one of the dimensions of Jew- 
ish art is “From the Cradle to the Grave.” 

From the very amulets worn by mother and infant 
in a more credulous and superstitious age Jewish art 
enters the life of the Jew. Even the surgical instruments 
of the b’ris milo have come in for artistic treatment. 

And when the Jewish child was brought to the syna- 
gogue for the first time, the proud parents presented a 
colorful linen binder for the Torah, artistically in- 
scribed with the child’s name and the date of his birth. 
This, in the old-time synagogue, was. the only official 
birth record kept. 

Marriage certificates, too, have stimulated the crea- 
tivity of Jewish artists. Our traveling exhibit includes 
some beautifully illuminated k’suhos from eighteenth 
century Italy. 

And just as a reminder of man’s mortality, we have 
included the silver cup used for the annual banquet of 
the “Holy Society” whose members volunteered their 
services in visiting the sick and making burial ar- 
rangements. 

But by far the greatest variety of art objects serves 
the purpose of beautifying the ceremonial observances 
of the Jewish year: 
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Torah Binder, Germany, 1771 


The lamps and cups of blessing usher in the weekly 


Sabbath Day; and the spice-boxes, of all possible 


shapes, are used for the havdolo ceremony. 

Of particular interest because it is almost unique is 
a b’somim-box made of wood. It is in the shape of an 
arm, culminating in a human hand, the fingers of which 
assume the characteristic pose of the Jew’s hand as he 
recites the blessing over the havdolo candle. 

The candlesticks, both antique and modern, call to 
mind the victory of the ancient Maccabees who fought 
for the freedom of worship. 

The illuminated Esther Scrolls and the silver fili- 
gree cases in which they are enclosed represent the 
most joyous day of the Jewish year, when deliverance 
from past persecution is gratefully recalled. 

The big Seder plates, the miniature silver wheel- 
barrow for the charoses used on Passover eve, and the 
silver esrog box in the shape of that very fruit show 


Seder Plate, Germany, 1776 


Torah Breastplate, Poland, 18th century 





Esther Scroll, 18th century 








Marriage Certificate, Italy, 1723 





what Jewish art has done to embellish the observance 
of home ritual. 

All these represent what might be called the applied 
art of Judaism. But representational art is not forgot- 
ten either. Included in the exhibit are the miniature 
portraits so treasured by our grandparents and the 
ivory plaques created by Boris Schatz. The features of 
famous Jews, like Heine, Montefiore, and Ehrlich, can 
be discerned on the medals struck in their honor. 

Whether exhibited in temple vestries, in libraries or 
in the local public museum, the traveiing exhibit of the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
should prove to be an important eye-opener, a key to 
the shrine of Jewish art, and—not least—a sure bridge 
of good will and mutual understanding. The interest in 
Jewish art shown of late by the general public—an in- 
terest, be it neted, which leads from Jewish art to Juda- 
ism as a whole—is indeed a very encouraging sign. 


Seder plate 








= scientific and technological advances 
have in no sense obviated the need for faith in the 
modern world. 

On the contrary, the intensification of specialization 
in the workaday world has heightened interdependence. 
Hence, faith in the ability and willingness of other spe- 
cialists to contribute to family living standards through 
an interchange of goods and services is a principal 
motivation in contemporary life. 

Faith in God is not unrelated to faith in man. The 
American system is congenial to Jews because it is built 
around the majesty of the human personality as some- 





Mr. Rukeyser, author, lecturer and economic columnist for In- 
ternational News Service, is affiliated with Temple Israel, New 
Rochelle, N. Y., and is a member of its Brotherhood. 





The Need for Faith 


thing created in the image of God——and thus it differs 
from totalitarian conceptions which regard man as a 
mere cog in the machine. 

We need faith in excellence, faith in the capacity of 
human advancement, faith in the effect of kindliness on 
individual happiness and sense of well-being. 

We live by faith in the essential orderliness of na- 
ture. When we step into a 300-mile-an-hour Strato- 
cruiser, we show faith in our expectation that the air is 
not chaotic, but is subject to rules and principles which 
are well understood. We entrust our lives to strange 
pilots and co-pilots, having faith that they are well 
trained, competent, and desirous of rendering efficient 
service. When we eross the highways, we show faith 
that the passing motorist will not suddenly jam down 
the gas pedal arbitrarily. 








Send greetings to the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations on the occasion of the 


dedication of the HOUSE OF LIVING JUDAISM. 
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he Modern World 


Faith in the dependability of human nature also re- 
flects faith in a divine sense of order in practical affairs. 

To me the religious principles of ethical conduct are 
not something for the Sabbath only, but are valuable 
cnly if applied through the week in regular contact 
with human kind. 

Thus [| think it is a cultural blunder for businessmen 
and others to assume that socially useful activity must 
be extra-curricular—after the regular day’s chores have 
been completed. A man’s good works and his civic use- 
fulness need not be found outside of his regular pur- 
suits. The creative individual who makes two blades of 
grass grow where but one grew before is a public bene- 
factor. Useful service in making and exchanging goods 
constitutes a contribution to social welfare. 


by Merryle Stanley Rukeyser 


I don’t go along with those who imply that non- 
business benefactions lead to the gateway to heaven 
and offset shoddy transactions during the work week. 
Human associations in business and the professions 
provide an outlet for ethical dealings and spiritual ad- 
justments. I don’t go for a double standard of morality 
—a sordid one for business and a spiritual one for 
civic and philanthropic ventures. 

A genuinely virtuous personality expresses his good- 
ness in all of his contacts. The man who is a demon in 
the office and an angel in the home is maladjusted. 

Faith is an attitude of mind—a belief in the efficacy 
of knowledge, good will, and deep understanding. Such 
faith is the cement which holds modern civilization 
together. 





in the State of Texas... 
of the U.A.H.C. since 1910 





a member 


Congregation Beth Israel 


of Houston, Texas 


Oldest organized Jewish House of Worship 


together with its Sisterhood 


and Men’s Club extends 


Greetings and Congratulations 
on this wonderful Day of Dedication 


May the House of Living Judaism ever be ad 
filled with the light of God’s blessings 
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Waar THE JEWS BELIEVE was an article writ- 
ten on the margins of a busy rabbi’s life. Because of 
the vast circulation of Life magazine, it received un- 
usual attention; but the author never dreamed of the 
impact it would have. From the moment the article ap- 
peared on the eve of Rosh Ha-shono last year, until 
the present time, no day has passed without letters, 
telegrams or phone calls related to it. For a period 
of weeks the letters poured in daily by the hundreds. 
The total received by the writer and by Life’s editors, 
who said it produced the largest fan mail in their 
experience, ran well into the tens of thousands. Al- 
though the number has decreased, some of the more 
interesting responses have come in the latter months. 





A year ago Life magazine published an article on “What the 
Jews Believe” by Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein of Temple B'rith 
Kodesh, Rochester, N. Y., who is president of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis. This was subsequently ex- 
panded and published as a book by the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations in cooperation with Farrar, Straus and 
Young. Rabbi Bernstein was deluged with “fan mail” and 
he outlines here the reactions to the Life article and the book. 
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learned 
rom my 


readers 


by Philip S. 


Bernstein 


These include letters in ever-widening circles from the 
far points of the globe — from GI’s in Korea, from 
isolated Jewish families in Indonesia and Shanghai, 
from Christian clergymen in Finland and Australia. 

There were concomitant effects also. The flurry of 
public interest brought a flood of speaking invita- 
tions, often as many as a hundred in a week. Just 
saying “no” politely by telephone, telegraph and mail 
frequently took at least two hours a day. Eight pub- 
lishers asked the author to expand the article into a 
book. Usually, and especially in these lean years, 
publishers do not make it easy for budding authors 
of serious religious books even. to get a sympathetic 
hearing. But in this instance, probably because the 
book was, in the words of the executive vice-president 
of the Saturday Review of Literature, “a pre-tested 
success,” the author was wooed with all sorts of in- 
ducements. One firm even assured him of the sale of a 
quarter of a million copies; he did not give it to them, 
but to a publisher with a higher literary standing. The 
book, published last spring, and already in its fifth 
‘edition, is also enjoying a wide readership. 
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What the Jews Believe, then, was not only an article 
and a book, but also a phenomenon. How should it 
be evaluated? The author will attempt this, aware 
of his lack of objectivity, but also knowing from per- 
sonal experience the reactions of vast numbers of 
people. 

Let us ignore for the purpose of this brief article 
the reactions of anti-Semites who were few and vicious, 
and of crackpots who were many but innocuous. The 
great majority of letters from Christians were sympa- 
thetic and appreciative. Most came from Protestants, 
some outspokenly anti-Catholic— (“the Jews and Prot- 
estants ought to stand together against Rome”) but 
ilso a number came from Catholics. A physician in a 
small New England town wrote on August 14, 1951, 
nearly a year after the article appeared: 

“T am a Roman Catholic, and I have so often had 
occasion to witness bigotry and religious intolerance 
io my own as well as to other faiths, I am inspired 
hy reading such an instructive piece of literature on 
your faith, as I feel that only through such publica- 
tions of various faiths can these barriers of intolerance 
he torn down.” 

The only violent attack from a Catholic which has 
come to the author’s attention appeared in the Boston 
Pilot. In this influential organ of the Archdiocese, a 
Catholic named Goldstein berated author Bernstein 
for refusing to acknowledge the true Messiah. 

The general pattern of Christian reaction revealed 
the need for an intensive program of education not 
about anti-Semitism, but about Judaism. This tends 
to confirm a conclusion of the Maclver report that 
Christians want and need knowledge about the religion 
of Jews. The ignorance is abysmal (as it is also 
among Jews about Christianity). The average Christian 
has a normal, decent desire to know what Jews believe 
and practice. He should be told. The primary emphasis 
of Jewish “defense” activities should be shifted, as 
Professor Maclver also suggests, to a positive religious 
approach. Rabbis have known this on the local level 
for some time. In the war we learned that one good 
Jewish chaplain was worth more than tons of “defense” 
literature. These findings should be implemented on 
the national level. 

From Jews the author received warm appreciation. 
Most Jews were grateful to him for telling the Chris- 
tian world that Judaism is humane, progressive, sen- 
sible. But many other Jews also revealed by their 
letters their own deepest needs and, by implication, 
the failures of American Judaism. They said that the 
article presented them with facts not previously known 
to them. They had attended Hebrew school and 
Sunday school; they had become Bar Mitsvo or had 
been confirmed, and yet this elementary statement of 
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Jewish beliefs struck them as a revelation. What is 
wrong with Jewish education in America? Why do so 
many Jews emerge from it almost unscathed by knowl- 
edge? Heart searching and stock taking are clearly the 
order of the day. 

More disturbing still was the evident lack of values. 
Many intelligent, sensitive, social-minded Jews wrote 
that they had lost the way. They had rejected the 
established convictions and the institutions of their 
fathers. They had given their loyalties to new philoso- 
phies and programs, only to find themselves confused 
or betrayed. And now they search again for the old 
ways, the sure ways. It is not easy nor even wise to 
rebuild the old structure. New foundation stones, new 
windows on the world are needed. This is perhaps the 
chief challenge to American Judaism and especially 
to Liberal Judaism. How can we make Jewish values 
truly meaningful in the lives of the best, the most 
progressive and alert American Jews? 

Finally, it became apparent that many Jews derived 
from the article and the book a kind of vicarious sat- 
isfaction. They found it wonderful that the Christians 
thought well of what the Jews believe. And they were 
enormously gratified that the editors of Life showed 
so much respect for Judaism. The author would be 
the last to underestimate the appreciation of Christians 
in general and the sympathetic consideration of Henry 
Luce and John Shaw Billings of Life in particular. 
But the crucial question is not what Luce and Billings 
think of Judaism, but what the Jews think of Judaism. 
The satisfaction of many Jews over non-Jewish en- 
thusiasm for their religion, about which they remain 
ignorant and indifferent, is hollow, indeed. The real 
contribution which What the Jews Believe can make to 
Jews, I believe, will come only if it helps them to a 
reappraisal, a reacceptance of and a rededication to, 
those enduring values which alone give significance to 
Jewish survival. 
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Blessing the Sabbath candles in the simple and dignified tradition of Judaism. 


With Pride in Our Past an 
Faith in Our Future 


by Samuel S. Hollender 


Bhan our American system of freedom of worship 
and separation of church and state, the government 
maintains a hands-off policy with regard to religious 
groups and their institutions. 

This was felt by our Founding Fathers to be the 
soundest safeguard against government intrusion into 
the affairs of religion and religious encroachment on 
the affairs of state. This position has been upheld for 





Dr. Samuel S. Hollender is Chairman of the Executive Board 
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 
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a long time by lay and rabbinic leaders of virtually 
every branch of Judaism in the United States. 

In accepting the advantages of such a system, we are 
likewise obliged to accept the obligations it imposes. 
Aside from granting religious institutions, along with 
educational and charitable organizations, exemption 
from property and other taxes, public policy has been 
averse to giving these institutions government subsidies 
or financial aid. The maintenance and support of such 
institutions are held to be the voluntary responsibility 
of the members of each religious group. Catholic re 
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ligious institutions are the responsibility of Catholics; 
Protestant institutions, the responsibility of the various 
denominations of Protestantism; and Jewish institu- 
tions, the responsibility of the different branches of 
American Judaism. The voluntary way has always been 
the American way. 

In accordance with this established American tradi- 
tion, our Reform movement has always maintained its 
own institutious out of its own resources. Ours is the 
oldest organized Jewish religious body in the United 
States. The Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
was the first national Jewish religious body to be 
formed in America. The Hebrew Union College was, 
likewise, the first rabbinical seminary to be established 
in the Western Hemisphere. In founding these twin 
pillars of American Judaism, Isaac M. Wise had vision 
and daring to be sure, but above all, he had unshak- 
able confidence in the future of Liberal Judaism. If 
fudaism had held its own during dark periods of 
adversity in other lands, could it not flourish in the 
congenial atmosphere of free America? Isaac Wise 
proceeded on the conviction that it could and it would. 

History has proved him right. From a tiny handful 
of scattered congregations, Reform Judaism has grown 
into a mighty federation of 440 synagogues in 332 
communities:in the United States and Canada, with its 
own rabbinical colleges, schools of education, world- 
famous library and network of religious schools. 

Reform Judaism has grown because there was a need 
for it. Young men and women found in Reform Juda- 
ism a contemporary creed, a positive faith that fused 
the best in the principles and practices of Judaism 
with the ideals and aspirations of America. 

Reform Judaism thrived, too, because its followers 
were imbued with a strong sense of mission and re- 
sponsibility. A little over twenty-five years ago, men 
like Julius Rosenwald, Adolph Ochs and Henry Mor- 
genthau, Sr., established an endowment fund of ap- 
proximately $3,000,000 for the Hebrew Union College. 
They stipulated that the entire fund, including both in- 
come and principal, was to be expended within twenty- 
five years. They reasoned that each generation had to 
meet its own responsibilities; it was up to the next 
generation to build on the foundation they laid so well. 





eee 


sci nadie eheaed eam 























ually 











Isidor Coons, 
Executive Vice- 
Chairman, 
Combined Cam- 
paign 


e are 
OSes. 
with 
ption 
been 
sidies 
such 
bility 


ic re 














Irving S. Schneider, 
National Campaign 
Director 







NOVEMBER, 1951 













Campaign leaders at a recent meeting in New York. Seated 
(l. to r.): Louis Broido, one of the national chairmen; Dr. 
Hollender; Frank Weil, vice-chairman of the College-Institute 
Board. Standing: Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, president of the 
Union, and Dr. Nelson Glueck, president of the College- 
Institute. 


Last year, the final sum deriving from the endowment 
was expended. Today, the College-Institute and the 
Union have virtually no endowments or reserves upon 
which to draw. Unlike similar institutions of other 
faiths which are generously endowed, our institutions 
must rely for their maintenance and support upon the 
annual Combined Campaign conducted among affiliated 
congregations and their members. 

This year the goal of the Combined Campaign is 
$2,265,000, an increase over last year’s quota. This in- 
crease has been necessitated by four major factors. 

First, this is the year to pay off bank loans and other 
indebtedness amounting to approximately $375,000. 
Our Reform movement should be strong enough to be 
entirely solvent. 

Second, income from endowments no longer avail- 
able must be replaced. 

Third, inflation and accompanying increase in all 
costs of operation will mean at least a 10 per cent in- 
crease in operating costs. 

Fourth, the rapid growth of Reform Judaism has 
placed a great many new demands and responsibilities 
upon our institutions. 

In the light of these factors, members of affiliated 
congregations will this year be asked for “plus con- 
tributions” to enable our institutions to meet their 
numerous budgetary needs and to liquidate their in-’ 
debtedness. 

In helping to support the Union and the College- 
Institute during these days of crisis and challenge, we 
are strengthening the foundations of our twin heritage 
of Judaism and Americanism. We-are also helping to 
insure that the voluntary way in matters of conscience 
and worship will be maintained here as an example for 
the entire world. 





Living a full Jewish life 


Editor's Note: Because the topic is at present the subject of controversy 


in the Diaspora — Some Views 





among Jewish leaders throughout the world, we are presenting a variety of 
views which came to us in response to the question: “Is it possible to live a 
full Jewish life in the Diaspora, or is this possible only in Israel?” 


Jacob Blaustein 
President, American Jewish Committee 


“Diaspora” means dispersion. It is 
frequently used as synonymous with the 
Hebrew word golus, which means exile. 
We American Jews do not consider our- 
selves as living dispersed in exile. Ameri- 
ca is our home. 

We can live any kind of life we want 
in this free country; and the kind of 
Jewish life each of us leads depends on 
his own wishes and his own understand- 
ing of what a full or a good Jewish life is. 
This is not Russia, in which religion is 
fettered, Jewish culture is discouraged, 
Hebrew is forbidden, and any interest in 
Jewish affairs in other lands is denounced 
and punished. Nor is this Yemen; here 
we can build our synagogues as high and 
as sumptuous as we wish or we can 
afford. 

Let us consider: What does “a full 
Jewish life” mean to you? If it means re- 
ligion, then Jewish religion is stronger, 
more vigorous and more flourishing than 
ever before in American history. If the 
state of religion among us still leaves 
very much to be desired—and from my 
point of view it does—at least we are the 
captains of our own fate; no oppression 
or external force prevents us from going 
forward. And I would say the same about 
communal affairs and education. Great 
progress has been made; much remains 
to be done; whether it will be done de- 

nds primarily on us ourselves. 

‘SA full Jewish life” cannot be lived 
apart from a full human life. Our coun- 
try is a democracy dedicated to a ful! 
human life for all its citizens—“‘the pur- 
suit of happiness.” Between the ideal 
and the reality there is still much dis- 
tance to be traversed. We do not live in 
Utopia. Certain inequities, prejudice, 
discrimination, exist. Human beings 
wherever they live probably can never 
fully establish a reign of justice and 
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righteousness. But the traditions and 
ideals of our country are on the side of 
progress toward that goal, and the con- 
ditions of our life are favorable. It will 
not be approached without work. Pes- 
simism and apathy are unjustified by the 
reality and the prospects of American 
life. The Ethics of the Fathers tell us: 
“It is not for thee to complete the work, 
but neither art thou free to desist 
from it.” 

Americans can make of America what 
they will; American Jews can make of 
American Jewish life what they will. 


Dr. Joshua Bloch 
Chief of the Jewish Division of the 
New York Public Library 


Anyone who accepts Judaism as a way 
of life and governs his mode of conduct 
in conformity with its teachings will ex- 
perience no difficulty in living a full Jew- 
ish life in any part of the world except of 
course in countries where disabilities in- 
terfere with personal liberty. The ability 
of Jews to live a full Jewish life depends 
in no way upon any particular land. 
While Judaism is not. without certain 
national features it is a universal re- 
ligion. Such ties which bind Judaism to 
Israel are primarily historical and do not 
in the remotest way interfere with its 
universal charactér. It is in its beliefs, 
practices and traditions that Judaism 
survives everywhere. However, it is a 
fallacy to assume that the practice of 
charity alone, even in its widest sense, 
will keep Judaism alive. Those who be- 
lieve that such practice alone constitutes 
the summum bonum of Judaism are in 
error. Social service and like practices 
are not peculiar expressions exclusively 
of Jewish life; they are also practiced by 
non-Jews. Charity, social service and 
right living are objectives common to 
many peoples. If so, why remain Jews? 
Judaism is a way of life which stands for 





that which is holy and abiding. It has a 
great hope and to it it must ever sacrifice 
the allurements of the present. As such 
it has always lived and will continue to 
live in every part of the world where 
Jews live; nevertheless there is and was 
and always will be a distinctively Jewish 
life, Jewish culture, that must be grasped 
from within and not merely from with- 
out. Across the many centuries of varied 
fortunes this stands out most clearly: 
The creative vital energy of the Jewish 
people manifests itself in its Sacred 
Tongue, its literature, its religion. It is 
this threefold cord that maintained Ju- 
daism in the past and that will safeguard 
its existence in the future. To be sure 
Judaism has undergone imperceptible 
yet gigantic changes but it has remained 
virtually the same and the bulk of Jewry 
throughout the world is loyal to it. Yes, 
Jewish life is fully lived wherever Jews 
live. 


Nathan Elder 


Former GI now living in 


Rishon L’Zion, Israel 
The problem of life in the Diaspora 


was one that has perplexed me for the 
better part of my adult life. As an Ameri- 
can GI in Germany, I saw the remnants 
of our people staggering from the con- 
centration camps, spider-like, fleshless 
creatures. Words cannot describe how 
crushed I was in spirit at the sight of 
them. It seems as though, in those days 
when I was stationed in post-war Ger- 
many, I had a permanent lump in my 
throat. 

I was certain after witnessing this 
spectacle that the world would open up 
its arms and heart and humanely bring 
these people back to decent living. But I 
was wrong, blindly, naively, stupidly 
wrong. The same barriers that had ex- 
isted, persisted. 

Under the auspices of the GI Bill of 
Rights, I travelled to Israel with my wife 
and my yet-unborn child. There I wit- 
nessed the ingathering of our people. I 
watched the refugees come ashore, at 
first surreptitiously, evading the British, 
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and then openly, under the Israeli gov- 
ernment, in increasing waves. There 
were young people, able to help in the 
rebuilding of the land, albeit penniless; 
there were also the aged and sickly and 
infirm. All were received with warmth 
and affection. Here they were wanted! I 
honestly do not believe that holds true 
in any other part of the world. 

As a consequence of that conclusion, 
| have decided to remain in Israel to rear 
my family here, and to turn my back 
forever upon the Diaspora. Jewish life 
there, to be enjoyed, must be seen 
through one eye only. The other must be 
blinded in order not to see the obvious. 


Rabbi Israel Goldstein 
President, World Confederation of 
General Zionists 


There are varying degrees of fulfill- 
ment in the living of a Jewish life. The 
generations who lived in the yesteryears 
amidst Jewish communities which were 
islands of Jewishness surrounded by 
iceans of gentile civilization, lived a 
iore intensively Jewish existence than 
their descendants who today mingle 
freely with their neighbors and are ex- 
posed to the culture and civilization 
around them. 

Here in the United States, fortunately, 
there is a congenial climate in which 
diverse religious and cultural groups 
can flourish. This climate is part of the 
American tradition. It has both legal 
and moral validity. Nevertheless, even 
at best, there are social influences which 
generate psychological restraints for 
members of minority groups. It requires 
more than an ordinary caliber of inner 
resistance for a member of a minority 
group to cultivate, espouse and transmit 
his special group culture and mores. It 
can be done. It should be done as an en- 
riching contribution ‘to American civil- 
ization as a whole. But it is a challenge, 
which some accept and many evade. 
The desire to conform to the majority, 
so basic to human nature, operates as a 
counterforce. 

When one understands the socio- 
logical and psychological factors in the 
life of society, one must be led to the 
conclusion that the more predominant 
the Jewish environment, the more fully 
can Jewish life be lived. Who would 
deny that in the Old Testament land 
the Old Testament people lived more 
fully as Jews than they live today, even 
in the freest of democracies? By the 
same token there is a difference between 
Jewish life in present-day Israel and Jew- 
ish life in America. The difference is 
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made by the fact that in Israel Jews 
themselves mold the pattern of the 
society in which they live and derive ad- 
ditional inspiration from the historic 
character of the very soil under their 
feet. 


Judge Joseph M. Proskauer 


Of course no right-thinking Jew be- 
lieves for a moment that it is possible 
to live a full Jewish life only in Israel. 
When the State of Israel was formed, as 
president of the American Jewish Com- 
mittee I made a statement that American 
Jews suffered from no political schizo- 
phrenia—politically we are Americans 
and religiously we are Jews—and even 
remotely to suggest that one has to go to 
Israel to live a full Jewish life seems to 
me wholly unthinkable. 


Edward A. Norman 
President, American Fund for 
Israel Institutions 


Judaism, it often has been said, is a 
special kind of religion, though founded 
on universal ethical concepts neverthe- 
less not an expression for all mankind, 
but instead the spiritual vehicle for one 
people only, the Jews, with its central 
purpose to preserve them as a distinct 
social entity. The epochal reestablish- 
ment of Israel with a sizable population 
using the ancient Hebrew tongue appears 
to give reliable assurance of Jewish 
group continuance. The main objective 
of Judaism therefore is beginning to 
seem redundant. 

In a free environment, no religion 
without a valid appeal can hold adher- 
ents. Attachment to a segregational re- 
ligion like Judaism, focused as it is on a 
national life pertaining to no country 
but Israel, has its tangible disadvantages. 
Without the former validity of its in- 
herent appeal, belonging to it will be- 
come increasingly unattractive. Zionism, 
which reinforced the Jewish religion as a 
cohesive force during the past half-cen- 
tury, also is floundering for a reason for 
existence and appears to be headed for 
rapid disappearance. Eastern European 
Jewry, which lived a corporate life of its 
own, is no more. Either it is cut off from 
the world and unable to transmit its tra- 
ditions to more than a few if any of its 
young, or it is in Israel, or is dispersed 
in the liberal countries where already 
those Jews whose forebears had dwelt in 
them for several generations were 
scarcely more than nominal Jews, with 
rare exceptions. 


The indications appear to be that after 
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phones in less than two minutes when she cleans, polishes 
and sterilizes them. The special and exclusive antiseptic 
that she applies immunizes the phones and leaves an odorless, 
stainless and invisible film. That keeps the phones free from 
bacteria for eight days (Laboratory Tests). 





Her service protects your 
employees’ health. It helps prevent the spread of tuberculosis, 
colds, sore throats, skin and virus infections, which have been 
contracted by use of contaminated telephones. It’s been proved 
that the Hygienic Phone Service has reduced absenteeism 
from those illnesses that result from contact with unhealthy 
telephone ear and mouthpieces. Thousands of small and large 
companies, in almost every type of industry, find this weekly 
service inexpensive and most beneficial. Your business will 
too! 


Get all the facts! Phone or write us, for one of our 
representatives to see you. 


HYGIENIC PHONE SERVICE, we. 


4 East 43rd Street, New York 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1035 


FFICES AND SERVICE IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 





the next few generations few people out- 
side of Israel will care to lead a Jewish 
life, because they will be highly adapted 
to their various countries, and able to 
participate fully in the lives thereof, 
while a Jewish life outside of Israel will 
appear sterile. 


Dr. Hyman Judah Schachtel 
Rabbi of Congregation Beth Israel, 
Houston, Texas 


It seems to me that the answer to our 
question depends essentially upon one’s 
own idea of what constitutes “‘a full Jew- 
ish life.” I, for one, believe that “‘a full 
Jewish life” means primarily the love of 
God and the love of one’s fellow man. 
This calls for devotion to the Ten Com- 
mandments, to ethical living, worship, 
knowledge, social justice and peace, to 
mention some of the attributes of being 
a good Jew. Hence, I am convinced that 
it is possible to live ‘‘a full Jewish life” 
anywhere in the world. 

During my visit to Israel this past 
summer, I was tremendously inspired by 
the over-all picture of Judaism in action. 
But the person who argues that a Jewish 
life must include the strict observance 
of Orthodox Judaism would have to say 
that there is no “full Jewish life” being 
lived in Israel. He would be dismayed to 
find so many who do not go to formal 
services, who ride and smoke on the 
Sabbath, who are frankly disinterested 
in organized religion. That same person, 
of course, is just as dismayed to find so 
many American Jews who have no affili- 
ation with organized religion and have 
no interest in the synagogue. But what a 
limited view he has of the meaning of 
the full religious life! Indeed, there isn’t 
a second in the hour of every day in 
Israel when the overwhelming majority 
of its people are not living up to the 
highest demands of brotherhood and 
sacrifice, of love for justice and peace 
and freedom. Similarly, here in our own 
country, the American Jewish communi- 
ty, for the most part, has written a bril- 
liant record of patriotism and philan- 
thropy, of righteousness and loyalty to 
the highest ideals of Judaism and 
democracy. 

Obviously, you don’t have to live in 
some special country to live “a full Jew- 
ish life.” Jewish history overflows with 
examples of ‘‘a full Jewish life” being 
achieved wherever Jews have lived 
throughout the world. To deny this is to 
deny the greatness and glory of Jewish 
history for the past twenty-five hundred 
years. 
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Now, I firmly believe that the only 
place to live a full Israeli life is in Israel, 
even as the only place to live a full 
French life is in France, ete. But the full 
Jewish life is confined to no one place: 
it can be and is being lived everywhere, 


Ely E. Pilchik 
Rabbi of Congregation B’nai Jeshurun, 
Newark, New Jersey 


Yes! One can live a full Jewish life in 
the Diaspora! Jeremiah, Philo, Rav and 
Samuel, Hai and Sherira Gaon, Maimon- 
ides and Halevy, the Gaon of Vilna and 
the Baal Shem Tov, Solomon Schechter 
and Isaac M. Wise bear trimillenary 
testimony. 

The teachers of every generation must 
define the meaning of “‘full Jewish life,” 
and not despair if the people live only a 
partial Jewish life. So far we have failed 
to define the concept in America. We 
haven’t had time. America has been too 
dynamic. The world has moved too 
rapidly. The Jewish community has been 
too harassed. Give us breathing space, 
give us time to think, give us the burning 
will to live, and we shall work out our 
definition. 

Full Jewish life means first, full human 
life—the overcoming of the hollow, the 
shallow, the automatic response to the 
automatic mechanism. This basic prob- 
lem we share with all the West. Beyond 
this genera] problem lie our unique 
specifics: God, Israel, Torah. We are 
groping for God in America; Herberg, 
Fackenheim, Baeck and others are spur- 
ring us. We are struggling with the con- 
cept of Israel (as people) in America— 
events are too immediate to formulate it. 
Time and thought will knead it. We are 
meditating over Torah in America; Solo- 
mon, Goldman, Mordecai Kaplan, Free- 
hof, Braude, Tedesche, others—they 
are at it day and night. 

If the world will endure, if America 
will endure we shall gradually define and 
teach and live the full Jewish life outside 
Israe!. And I believe with perfect faith 
that it will be along the lines of Liberal 
Judaism. 
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New York 
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America’s newest 
television favorite 
has written a book! It 
is a classic of American 
Jewish humor 


57” MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE OF 
WONDERFUL READING 
See offer below 


MEET THE 
FOLKS 


Including the delightfully funny 
GUIDE TO BASIC YIDDISH 


“SAM LEVENSON represents the tradi- 
tion of Will Rogers and Mark Twain 
overlaid with the accent of New York.” 
—wN. Y. Times 

Here’s the warm, salty folk humor that 
has made Levenson famous . . . rollick- 
ing tales of the old country . riotous 
examples of Jewish-American customs 
. . the droll lore of the Catskill vaca- 
tionists ...tender spoofs at family life on 
the old-time East Side, and the changes 
that the years have brought to the 
art of being a parent. Plus a special sec- 
tion, For Men Only, that every woman 
will want to read. A special treat to read 
aloud with your friends. Only $2.00 


SEND FOR IT NOW. PAY LATER. Look 
over Sam Levenson’s MEET THE FoLxs 
for 10 days at our risk. If not delighted, 
return it for full refund of purchase 
price. Just mail this coupon. 


peeessccccc.e-------------- 


CITADEL PRESS, 120 E. 25 St., N. Y. 10 

Please send me MEET THE Fo vks. I 
will deposit $2.00 plus few cents post- 
age with postman, and may return book 
in 10 days for full refund of purchase 
price if not completely satisfied. 


NAME 


ADDRESS ... 


Son oer ee aa 
City ZONE. ..STATE 


SAVE POSTAGE CHARGES. Check 
box and enclose $2.00. Book will be 
sent postpaid. Same refund guarantee. 
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Book Reviews 


The Jews in the Soviet Union by 
Solomon M. 
University Press. 380 pp. $5.00. 


Schwarz. Syracuse 


What is the fate of the Jews in Soviet 
Russia? We are all asking that question 
and only mysterious silence is the answer, 
so we turn with eager anticipation to 
this volume for information. Solomon 
Schwarz. who had held office in the earli- 
er days of revolutionary Russia, is a 
recognized authority on Soviet Russia 
and author of many articles on Soviet 
Russian politics. He has access to much 
material not available to the ordinary 
investigator. Therefore, it is disappoint- 
ing that he cannot lift the Iron Curtain 
to reveal the situation as it actually ex- 
ists in this year, 1951. The book does, 
however, give us an overall authentic 
review of backgrounds and the situation 
and condition of Jews in Russia as they 
existed up to the time when the Com- 
munists snuffed out all access of out- 
siders to knowledge of what was going on 
within the territory they controlled. 

It is a cruelly sad and distressing 
chronicle of anti-Semitism attempting a 
solution of the Jewish problem of the 
Soviet since the coming to power of the 
Bolsheviks in 1917. The story of the at- 
tempted Jewish colonization in the newly 
constituted province of Birobidjan is ex- 
posed as a failure from the day of its in- 
ception, through both Jewish inaptitudes 
and through the Government’s deliber- 
ate breach of faith in carrying out the 
plan to dedicate this territory exclusive- 
ly to Jewish settlers. 

Even though there is not here pre- 
sented authoritative information of the 
present-day status of Jews. still, so thor- 
oughly are the many angles of the anti- 
Semitism in the official and proletarian 
circles, which is today the Soviet, pre- 
sented with clear and incisive data, that 
the reader has only to drawon his knowl- 
edge of human nature to get a pretty 
comprehensive and accurate idea of what 
is happening to the Jews behind the Iron 
Curtain. Although the Communist lead- 
ers claim that the Soviet has stamped out 
all the roots of race prejudice and there- 
by solved their Jewish problems and that 
in the Soviet there are no persecutions 
of religious, racial or national minorities. 
the evidence here presented from relia- 
ble Russian sources of the recent past 
demonstrates that all such claims are 
mere shams. For the Russian Jews them- 


selves, all their hopes have turned to 
ashes. So far as one can learn, Jewish 
institutions and Jewish communal life 
have been completely destroyed. 

LEE M. FRIEDMAN 


The Chain and the Link—a novel 
by David Miller, The World Pub- 
lishing Company. 368 pp. $3.50. 

“Can you possibly have imagined,” asked 

Rabitch, “that there could be any link 

between you and this barbaric king? Yet 

from the highest to the lowest, from Na- 
poleon and the king of Naples to you, 
and through you to the watercarrier of 

Kolodna, we are all united in one huge 

chain of existence. And he who touches 

one of its links, touches the entire 
chain.” 

Out of this insight, David Miller, Phi 
Beia Kappa from the University of Chi- 
cago, lawyer, soldier, author, has spun a 
story, steeped in Jewish lore of the mar- 
riage of Ezra, the Talmudic scholar and 
the plain Leah, for whom he had no 
affection. The time is Napoleon and Tsar 
Alexander. The setting is a little Lithu- 
anian Jewish community—first Gayovka, 
then Kolodna where the fateful marriage, 
arranged, takes place. But the real drama, 
the momentous conflict is in the soul of 
a man who is desperately loved by a pale 
woman for whom, at least at first and 
for a long time after the marriage cere- 
mony, he can find no returning ardor. 

Along the road of this story, the 
reader will pick up a great deal of the 
lore of the Jewish ghetto life of that day, 
legend and epigrammatic wisdom, Chasi- 
dic parable, superstition of the folk, and 
colorful personality. And deep within the 
context of this struggle in the soul of 
a man is the eternal tug of war between 
the claims of the intellect and of the 
human heart. 


VICTOR EMANUEL REICHERT 


American Jewry and the Civil War 
by Bertram W. Korn, Jewish Pub- 
lication Society of America, 1951. 
400 pp. $L.00. 


From a doctoral dissertation begun in 
1947, Dr. Korn has expanded his re- 
search to produce this imposing volume 
recording the experience of the Jew ina 
crucial period of American and world 
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The first biography of 
a great, but little-known 
Jewish leader 


HILLEL: 


THE BOOK AGAINST 
THE SWORD 


By Ely E. Pilchik, Rabbi. 
Temple Bnai Jeshurun, Newark, N. J. 
Five full-page wood engravings 
by Ilva Schor 


| HE entire world follows Hillel 
| 


yut so few people know the whole 
story of this beloved teacher and sage. 
Here, in appealing novelette form 
highlighted by exquisite woodcuts is 
his absorbing life—his ascendancy to 
Palestine, his disciples and his family, 


his death in Jerusalem. 


An important book for every Jewish 


home ... an /deal gift! 


$2.50, at all bookstores. or 
HENRY SCHUMAN, Ine. 


20 E. 70 ST., N. Y. 21 








Greetings 

on the Dedication 

of the House 

of Living Judaism 
FROM 


AMERICA’S HEADQUARTERS OF 
JUDAICA AND HEBRATCA 


° 
Textbooks, Sermonbooks and 


Ceremonial Objects 
A Specialty 


Bloch 
Publishing 
Company 
Cincinnati, 1854 - New York, 1901 
31 WEST 31st STREET 
NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 
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history. Viewed from any angle, but es- 
pecially in the light of civilization as 
symbolized in our contemporary United 
Nations, the American Civil War would 
certainly seem to be that precise historic 
spot in the universal struggle for human 


freedom to which Lincoln’s prophetic 


words at Gettysburg have long since ex- 
alted it. What, then, was the role of the 
Jew, himself a persistent though battered 
participant in that struggle, in the Amer- 
ican Civil War? 

Dr. Korn undertakes to answer with 
this book. According to best available 
estimates, he finds the number of Jews in 
the United States at the outbreak of the 
Civil War to have been about 150,000. 
He calls his book, therefore, a “group 
biography” rather than a collective story 
of the extraordinary achievements of 
certain outstanding individuals who 
might have been considered representa- 
tive of the whole. As a matter of fact, 
there were no such nation-wide commu- 
nal representatives. There was no medi- 
eval Hofjude; no Moses Montefiore as in 
contemporaneous Europe; not yet a 
Jacob Schiff or Louis Marshall of a later 
period, Shocked into action by the world- 
wide reaction to the notorious Mortara 
case in 1858, nine congregations in New 
York and thirteen outside did indeed re- 
spond to a call for the organization of 
the “Board of Delegates of American 
Israelites’; but due to primarily ideo- 
logical differences somewhat reminiscent 
of those between the American Jewish 
Committee and the American Jewish 
Congress of our own day, this organiza- 
tion had but a short-lived and ineffectual 
Carcer. 

American Jewry and Judaism were 
thus in a disheveled if not completely 
unorganized state—at best, a mere jum- 
ble of a few synagogues and local tradi- 
tional institutions scattered 
25.000.000 of their fellow 
And yet, out of this chaotic and anarchic 
situation, Dr. Korn has succeeded in 
erystallizing a vivid and highly creditable 


among 
(mericans. 


narrative of the continuing and by no 
means inconsequential contribution of a 
small minority group to the realization 
of a dream of democracy and freedom it 
still remembered from the days of the 
Pharaohs. In addition to this general 
contribution, Dr. Korn reports at least 
two specific benefits to American Jewry 
itself: the rescinding of General Grant’s 
anti-Jewish Order No. 11 through the 
intervention of President Lincoln and 
the establishment by Congress of a Jew- 
ish chaplainey, also at the instance of 


(Continued on page 50) 








The recipes for 
the traditional 
holiday dishes 


are in 


JEWISH 
(OOKERY 


By LEAH W. LEONARD 


HERE at last is the thorough, 
reliable basic book of Jew- 
ish cooking that every lover of 
Jewish food has wanted. All the 
traditional recipes for food 
and drink, in all the various 
styles — Hungarian, Russian, 
German, Viennese, Rouman- 
ian, Israeli, etc. Many little- 
known, exciting variations on 
soups, wines, meats, cakes. 

A nationally known authori- 
ty on Jewish cooking, Mrs. 
Leonard has tested each recipe, 
and converted each to Ameri- 
can usage. Only $3.00 








SEND NO MONEY NOW 


Examine this book free, for 10 days. 
If not satisfied, return it for full re- 
fund of purchase price. JUST MAIL 
THIS COUPON. 


CROWN PUBLISHERS, 
419 4th Ave., N. Y. 16 

Please send me JEWISH COOKERY by 
Leah Leonard at $3.00. I will deposit $3.00 
plus postage with postman, and may return 
book for refund of purchase price in 10 
days. 


Name , siddliadedinussstsbssidlebiaberniniiainniindile 


OBE, iitincccissicccamenicirsiemences padpchcbhasmeieioaeae 


CN iviviciatnpsttinscsumnsitinocie ZONE........StAte........00-e0000 
[ SAVE C.O.D. POSTAGE CHARGES. 
Check box and enclose $3.00. Book will be 
sent postpaid. Same refund privilege. J-3 
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Modern 

dance interpretation 
of Bible reading 

at Friday evening 
session in 


Haverford. 





Leadership Training Institute 
of the National Federation 

of Temple Youth 

at Haverford College. 

August, 1951. 


Tree planting ceremony of NFTY 
at Haverford College. 








Children’s Choir on “Message of Israel” broadcast over ABC network. 


West Point Jewish Chapel Choir on network broadcast sponsored by U.A.H.C. 
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Brotherhood Section 


Official Publication of The National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, 838 Fifth Ave., New York 21, N. Y. 





Tue National Federation of Tem- 
ple Brotherhoods is proud of the 
initiative it has taken in planning 
the publication of AMERICAN JubDa- 
isM. We are happy to be a partner 
in creating this new medium dedi- 





Officers and Board Members 
National Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods and Its Jewish 
Chautauqua Society 
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Editorial 


by S. HERBERT KAUFMAN 


President, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 


cated to the important task of speak- 
ing for and to American Jewry. We 
consider our magazine to be tangi- 
ble evidence of the splendid spirit 
of unity which now characterizes all 
of the relationships between the Na- 
tional Federation of Temple Broth- 
erhoods, its parent body, the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations. 
and its sister organization. the Na- 
tional Federation of Temple Sister- 
hoods. 

We rejoice in the fact that this. 
the first issue of AMERICAN JUDAISM. 
has been timed and planned to reflect 
both the inspiration of our Four- 
teenth Biennial Convention. and the 
majesty of the dedication of the new 
Union House of Living Judaism. 

The “Brotherhood Section” of 
AMERICAN JUDAISM has been con- 
ceived to replace our former official 
magazine. THE JeEwisH LAyMan. It 
shall continue to be our purpose to 
intensify enthusiasm for Brother- 
hood activities as an integral part 
of the temple program. Our goal 
shall be to stimulate an ever-increas- 
ing number of laymen to accept 
from American Judaism a sense of 
values and a holy purpose in life. 

The initial circulation of AMERtI- 
cAN Jupatsm will be approximately 
three times the maximum circulation 
of THE Jewish LayMan. This aug- 
mented audience for our Brother- 
hood and Chautauqua message will 
constitute a stirring challenge. and 
will provide expanded opportunity. 


“Brother- 


The 


hood Section” is 





concrete evidence 
of faith in our ability to popularize 
the Temple Brotherhood Movement 
in the hearts and minds of our one 
hundred forty thousand families of 
readers. We think our faith is well 
founded. 

May God bless us in our deter- 
mination to proclaim the ideals of 
righteousness, which are basic to our 


cause. 


JCS Gets $500 Bequest 
JosepuH M. May. of New York City, be- 
queathed $500.00 to the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society, to be paid out of a 
$25,000 trust, the income of which is 
payable to his widow for life. Julien W. 
Newman, honorary member of the execu- 
tive board of the NFTB and the JCS, is 
the attorney who helped Mr. May make 
out his will, six months before Mr. May 
passed away in November, 1948. 

The trustee’s account recently filed in 
Surrogate’s Court shows the $25,000 is 
now invested in United States Govern- 
ment Series “G” bonds. These will be 
paid at par on the termination of the 
trust. 

Mr. May, a native of Brooklyn, was 
treasurer of the Federation of Jewish 
Philanthropies of New York and a di- 
rector of the Red Cross and Salvation 
Army. He was asked by Mr. Newman to 
consider the Jewish Chautauqua Society 
when determining which organizations 
would be favored in his will. 

Whenever possible in preparing wills, 
attorneys in affiliated men’s clubs should 
suggest that their clients include the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society as a benefici- 


ary. 
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J Co ve 
Program ¥ 
XIV Biennial Convention 
National Federation of 
Temple Brotherhoods and Its 
Jewish Chautauqua Society 
Hotel New Yorker 
Jesse Cohen New York City Roger W. Straus OMPLIMENTS 
I 
Sunday, October 28, 1951 
9:00 A.M. BREAKFAST MEETING, NFTB EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Board Room, Union House of Living Judaism of 
9:00 A.M.-12:30 P.M. REGISTRATION Mezzanine 
1:00 P.M. OPENING LUNCHEON MEETING Terrace Room 
Address: Roger W. Straus, Honorary President, NFrs the 
3:00 P.M. OPENING BUSINESS SESSION Vorth Ballroom 
President's Message 
Executive Director's Report members 
7:00 P.M. DINNER-DANCE ann ENTERTAINMENT Terrace Room 
and 
Monday, October 29, 1951 
8:30 A.M. BREAKFAST MEETING FOR BROTHERHOOD PRESIDENTS 
East Room staff 
8:30 A.M. BREAKFAST MEETING FOR JCS CHAIRMEN Panel Room 
10:30 A.M. SECOND BUSINESS SESSION North Ballroom of 
Constitutional Amendments 
Election of National Executive Board 
12:30 P.M. LUNCHEON MEETING, JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY the 
Grand Ballroom 
Address: Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, President, UAHC 
All-star Hollywood recorded show “The Skeptic’s Diary” 
2:30 P.M. JCS BUSINESS SESSION North Ballroom HOTEL 
6:00 P.M. DINNER MEETING OF NEW EXECUTIVE BOARD : 
) AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS East Room if t / 
8:30 P.M. SEMINAR ON BROTHERHOOD PROBLEMS Vorth Ballroom CV ( Ar 
Tuesday, October 30, 1951 
9:30 A.M. BUSINESS SESSION, COMMITTEE REPORTS Vorth Ballroom 34th Street and 
JCS Convention to Confirm JCS Committee F 
10:30 A.M. BROTHERHOOD SYMPOSIUMS Eighth Avenue 
Problems of large clubs Vorth Ballroom 
Problems of small clubs Panel Room New York I, N. Y, 
12:30 P.M. LUNCHEON MEETING Grand Ballroom 
Message of Incoming President 
2:00 P.M. CLOSING BUSINESS SESSION North Ballroom ; 
3:00 P.M. POST-CONVENTION EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING East Room i 
i 
» on i 
Welcome, New Affiliates 
Here are the latest clubs to join the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods: | 
East Meadow, L. I., MEN’S CLUB OF TEMPLE EMANU-EL: President, Bernard Klein . 
Rye, N. Y., COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE MEN’S CLUB; President, Dr. Arnold Copeland * % { 
New York City, BETH AM BROTHERHOOD; President, E. H. Breakstone 
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JCS Summer Camp Program: 


TypicaL of nearly 100 engagements filled 
by JCS rabbis at church camps last sum- 
mer was that of Rabbi Newton S. Fried- 
man, of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., at Sky Lake 
Methodist Camp, Windsor, N. Y., August 


|| Educational Project of the 


Adventure 


The summer camp program is the new- 
est educational project of the Jewish 


Chautauqua Society, sponsored by the Na- 


tional Federation of Temple Brotherhoods. 


It is designed to reach Christian youth 


leaders at a teen-age level, before anti 


Temple Brotherhoods 


in Interfaith | nderstanding 


campers in their religious classes and also 
serve as counselors in their recreational 
activities. Church organizations are happy 
to have a rabbi on the camp staff to lead 
these wholesome adventures in interfaith 


understanding. 





26-September 2. Sky Lake Methodist Camp 


serves senior high school students, mostly Semitic prejudices 


from rural schools and churches, in north- 
ern Pennsylvania and southern New York. 


? 


\ picture story appears on page 35. 


JCS Resident Lecturers for 1951-52 





Rabbi Rabbi Beryl D. Cohon = Rabbi Albert G. Minda —_ Rabbi Morris Goldstein Rabbi Hugo B. Schiff 
Lester W. Roubey Tufts College Hamline University Pacific School of Religion Howard University 
Franklin & Marshall College Medford, Mass. St. Paul, Minn. Berkeley, Calif. Washington, D. C. 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Nathan Hershfield 
ood Theological Seminary Raleigh, N. C. College 
Salisbury, N. C. 


H 


In 14 of the 801 colleges it has served the Jewish Chautauqua 
Society has maintained resident lectureships. With the rabbi on 
the faculty, students receive college credit for these courses on 
Judaism. Ten JCS resident lecturers for the coming season and 


WwW 
non 


grained, with the true facts about the 
spiritual and ethical contributions of 


Judaism. The rabbis instruct the Christian 





Rabbi Rabbi Harry N. Caplan _ Rabbi 

Shaw University William N. Sajowitz 
1] of the Pacific 

Stockton, Calif. 


become deeply en- Many warm experiences in human re- 
lations result from these summer sojourns 


of the rabbis with Christian youth, mostly 





for periods of a week. 












Rabbi Ernst I. Jacob ; Rabbi ; 
Drury College Samuel S. Cohon 
Springfield, Mo. Vanderbilt University 

Nashville, Tenn. 


their colleges are shown above. All are full time courses except 
the Jeannette Miriam Goldberg Lectureship; this goes to Van- 
derbilt University this year in exchange for a Christian theo- 
logical seminary lecturer to Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati. 
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A JcsS Rabbi’s 
Day at Camp 








Faculty instruction at Sky Lake 
Methodist Camp, Windsor, N. Y. 


Rabbi Friedman scores a hit 


Evening service under the stars 


Crossing “bridge of silence” to woodland 
chapel, God is near to nature 
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Jewish Chautauqua Society Life 





Murray J. Rymland 


As THE ‘thirty-first and thirty-second life 


members of the Jewish Chautauqua So- 
ciety, Mr. Gavrin and Mr. Rymland were 
recently honored for outstanding service 
to the Brotherhood’s major educational 
project. 

Mr. Gavrin is corresponding secretary 
of Temple Israel Brotherhood, New Ro- 
chelle, N. Y. Formerly a champion mara- 


thon runner, he now heads the Gavrin 


Press, one of the largest printers of mani- 


fold business forms in the country. 


Mr. Rymland, a member of Temple 
Har Sinai Brotherhood, Baltimore, Md., 
heads the Comfort Spring Corp., the lary- 


est bed spring manufacturing firm in the 


world. He also is State Commissioner of 
Traffic and Safety. 

Roger W. Straus, honorary national 
president, and Max E. Berkowitz, na- 


tional board member, both of New York, 


are the 33rd and 34th JCS life members. 
Mr. Straus is chairman of the board, 
American Smelting & Refining Co. Mr. 
Berkowitz, son of JCS’ founder, Rabbi 
Henry Berkowitz, is in the paper box 
business. 

A handsome plaque containing the 
names of all JCS life members is being 
hung in the members’ room of the Broth- 
erhood headquarters in the New Union 
House of Living Judaism as a permanent 
tribute to those whose generosity helped 
make possible a permanent endowment 
for interfaith understanding. 

Life memberships are $1,000, and may 


American flight crews with 9 years trans-Atlantic flying experience 





on scheduled airlines. Using the same ticket, at no additional cost, you may 


visit London, Paris, Rome, Zurich and other European cities—en route to Israel. Off-season low rates 


now apply. Scheduled flights Wednesdays, 7:30 P.M., E.S.T., 


and Saturdays, 10:59 P.M., E.S.T. For information 
see your travel agent, or call E! Al ISRAEL AIRLINES, 
37 West 57th Street, New York 19, Plaza 9-8610 Direct flights from New York to: 


London 

Athens 

Tel-Aviv 

Nairobi, Gateway to East Africa 
Johannesburg 


Members 





Arthur J. Gavrin 


be paid over a_ period of four years. 
Efforts are being made to increase the 
number of life memberships to 100 as an 
additional means of financing JCS service 
to colleges and camps. For further details 
contact the Jewish Chautauqua Society, 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York. 





Our Greetings 
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What is JCS? 


The Jewish Chautauqua Society, major 
educational project of the National Fed- 
eration of Temple Brotherhoods, has a 
four-point program to create better under- 


standing of judaism: 


1. By sending rabbis, Judaism’s most 
qualified spokesmen, to colleges to 
lecture in chapels, assemblies and 
classrooms on the ethical and _reli- 
gious contributions of the Jew to 
civilization. Nearly half a_ million 
students a year at more than 800 
colleges, some of them year after 
year, have heen reached in this 


manner, 


2. By sending rabbinic counselors to 
church summer camps to explain 
the principles and traditions of Juda- 
ism to teen-age Christian youth, be- 
fore anti-Semitic prejudices become 
deeply ingrained. This wholesome 
adventure in interfaith understanding 
is now being carried on in 100 church 


camps each summer. 


By maintaining full time resident 


lectureships at certain universities, 
14 to date. including teachers col- 
leges and theological seminaries. With 
a rabbinic instructor on the faculty, 
full college credit is offered for these 


courses in Judaism. 


= 


. By following up the rabbis’ visits by 
sending good books on Judaism, from 
a selected list of 100 titles, to college 
libraries. More than 20,000 volumes 


already have been given. 


How Is JCS Supported? 


Through individual memberships _ of 
$10, $25, $50, $100 and $1000. To learn 
how you can become a member of the 
Society and help expand this vital pro- 
gram, cut out and mail the coupon below 


today. 


Jewish Chautauqua Society 


838 Fifth Ave., New York 21, N. Y. 


I would like to become a member of 
the Jewish Chautauqua Society. 
Please send me further information. 
Name 


Address 


City 
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: California 
| Brotherhood 
Regional 


Melbourne L. Leavitt, Los Angeles (left), 
gets Jewish Layman Award from Percy M. Barker, 
San Francisco, for “Skeptic’s Diary” 





Dalton G. Feldstein, 
Sacramento, 
banquet speaker 

at Fairmount Hotel, 





San Francisco 


Speakers’ table at luncheon meeting at Temple 
Sherith Israel 





Marshall H. Kuhn, 
convention chairman, 

and Confirmation class present 
JCS show at Temple 


Emanu-El 





Rabbi Phineas Smoller (left), 
UAHC West Coast director, 
greets Sylvan Lebow, 

NFTB executive 


director 
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NETB newsreel 





P) 
SAN FRANCISCO: Glimpses of an en- 
thusiastic, well-attended regional conven- 
tion of West Coast temple brotherhoods 
in June appear on the opposite picture 
page. This was the fifth NFTB regional 
of the season; others were held at Mil- 
waukee, Boston, Philadelphia and New 


York. 


LOS ANGELES: From San Francisco 
NFTB Executive Director Sylvan Lebow 
flew to Los Angeles for meetings with six 
Southern California men’s clubs. Later in 
the summer, the Southern California Con- 
ference of the NFTB was reactivated, 
under the leadership of J. Robert Arkush, 
former Wilshire Boulevard 
Temple Men’s Club. A program of service 
to Los Angeles area brotherhoods for the 


president, 


coming season has been outlined, utilizing 
facilities of the UAHC West Coast re- 
gional office. 


NEW YORK: Metropolitan Conference 
of Temple Brotherhoods at its September 
27 meeting officially changed its name to 
the Metropolitan Conference of the 
National Federation of Temple Brother- 
hoods. 


CINCINNATI: Former national head- 
quarters of the NFTB in the Schmidt 
Building, 431 Main St., has been taken 
over by the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations as a regional office. 

RockpaLE 7T:mpLeE Men’s Cus had 
Mark Feder, Cleveland, Jewish humorist 
and author, as guest speaker at its open- 
ing dinner meeting October 3 at the Hotel 
Sheraton Gibson. Ladies and guests were 
invited. 


NEW ROCHELLE, N. Y.: NFTB Presi- 
dent S. Herbert Kaufman installed Mar- 
vin Fine as President and other officers of 
TEMPLE IsRAEL BROTHERHOOD at a dinner 
meeting September 24. 


BROOKLYN: Harry M. Weinberger, of 
AHAVATH SHOLOM MEn’s CLus, past 
president of the Metropolitan Conference, 
has succeeded Henry Israel, of Bern 
SHOLoM Peopies MEN’s CLus, as JCS 
chairman for Brooklyn and New Jersey. 


NEPONSIT, L. I.: Justin D. Rothman, 


NFTB assistant executive director, ad- 
dressed the West Enp Temple MeEn’s 
CLus at a Sunday brunch meeting Sep- 
tember 23 at the Park Inn Hotel, Rock- 


away Beach. The first social affair sched- 
uled is a steak dinner, dance and show, 
November 18 at Ben Maksik’s in Brook- 


lyn. 


Reports of LOCAL Brotherhood Activities 


KROOKLINE, MASS.: Tempe SINal 
BROTHERHOOD has three vice-presidents, 
each with a special function. One heads 
the membership committee, another the 
stewards committee, and a third the pro- 
gram committee. The immediate past 
president automatically becomes chairman 
of the Chautauqua Committee. 


WILKES-BARRE, PA.: Objectives of 
a temple brotherhood were analyzed by 
NFTB Executive Director Sylvan Lebow 
at the opening meeting of the B’Nar 
B’ritH Men’s Cius, September 25. 


WASHINGTON: Hesrew ConcrReEGA- 
rloN BROTHERHOOD held a Sport Celebrity 
Program at its October 17 meeting. 


CHICAGO: Trempie Jupea MeEn’s Ciup 
met for lox and bagel breakfasts througn- 
out the summer and then redecorated the 
religious school classrooms, built book- 
shelves and tiled the rabbi’s study. A 
Temple Fair, September 12-13, celebrated 
conclusion of this volunteer work pro- 
gram. 

TempLe Beto Am MENn’s Cus is step- 
ping out this year with a new meeting 
place, a broader program, and an after- 
meeting collation and social hour. Myron 
Lyons is president. 

TEMPLE EMANUEL MEn’s CLUuB organ- 
ized a glee club at a special meeting 
September 20, with Samuel Stern as 
chairman. 


WEST HEMPSTEAD, L. I.: Nassau 
Community TempLe MeEn’s Cius had a 
steak dinner meeting September 25 to 
start off the year’s program. On October 
13 a show was staged, with an original 
mus.cal score and costumes. 





WHAT 
DOES 
SHE 
® 
DO? 











LOOK ON PAGE 26 
i 


MILWAUKEE: Emanu-Et B’ne Jesuvu- 
ruUN Men’s Cius presented Sulie Harand, 
her monologues and reading of “The King 
and I” at the September 19 meeting. 
Rabbi Abraham Shusterman, of Har Sinai 
Temple, Baltimore, was the “Chautauqua 
Night” speaker October 17. 
(Continued on page 40) 





Greetings 


from 
EAST END TEMPLE 
OF NEW YORK 
Men’s Club 


Sisterhood 














BEST WISHES 


U.A.H.C. 
IN YOUR NEW HOME! 


And we also have a new 
home (our tenth unit) 


Third Avenue at 65th St. 
(MANHATTAN HOUSE) 


Other branches for your 
dining pleasure: 


Madison Ave, at 79th Street 
Madison Ave. at 59th Street 
Madison Ave. at 49th Street 
19 W. 57th St. (Nr. 5th Ave.) 
Broadway at 4ist Street 
Lexington Ave. at 42nd St. 
Fifth Ave. at 34th Street 
Fifth Ave. at (2th Street 
Broadway at City Hall 


RESTAURANTS 


AMPS 
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The Congregation, 
Sisterhood 

and Men’s Club 
of ° 


Sinal Temple 


Congratulate 


The Union 


Mount Vernon, N. Y. 








For the Glory of God 
For the Dignity of Man 
For the Spread of Torah 
Congratulations 
to the UAHC 
in its new home 
Congregation 
B’nai Jeshurun 
established 1848 
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 


gh om 


MORGENTHAU “MAN OF THE YEAR”’—Henry Morgenthau, Jr., former 
Secretary of the Treasury, is shown here receiving the annual award of the 
Metropolitan Conference of Temple Brotherhoods at the Savoy Plaza Hotel 
in New York, Left to right are Leonard Kommel, banquet chairman; Mr. 
Morgenthau; Harry M. Weinberger, outgoing president, and Joseph F. 

















CONGRATULATIONS 
AND BEST WISHES 


from 
The Makers of 


DA-LITE 
PROJECTION SCREENS 


DA-LITE SCREEN CO., INC. 
CHICAGO 39, ILLINOIS 








WM. B. MEYERS CO.. Studio 
50 Columbia Street 


Newark, New Jersey 
TEMPLE CEREMONIAL SILVER 


MAKERS AND CREATORS OF 


Handmade originals in Sterling Silver 


and 14 kt. gold. 


We are the designers and makers of the 
Union Kippusu Cup & Cover 


Reference: Rassit Jacon D. ScHwarz 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York 21, N. Y. 














10) 


Finkelstein, incoming president. 





NETB newsreel (continued ) 


DETROIT: Tempre Israci Broruer- 
Hoop has started a new publication, “The 
Megillah,” with Sol Stein as editor. 


YONKERS: Tempcte Emanvu-EL MeEn’s 
Cius held its annual family picnic Sep- 
tember 9 immediately following religious 
school registration. 


TULSA: Temece Isrkaet BrorueRnoon’s 
opening meeting, a stag dinner, was ad- 
dressed by recently elected Rabbi Norbert 
Rosenthal. Dr. Morris Lhevime spoke at 
the October 28 breakfast meeting on “Pri- 
vate Industry in Israel.” 


HARTFORD: Tempie Beru Israei 
Men’s Crus heard “Every Man Is an 
Actor” discussed by William H. Farris, 
professor of psychology, at its first meet- 
ing, September 24. 


LINCOLN, NEB.: Sourn Srreer Tem- 
PLE Men’s CLus opened the year’s pro- 
gram with a business meeting and social 
hour, September 18. E. J. Faulkner, chair- 
man of the Lincoln City Planning Com- 
mission, was guest speaker. 


MONTREAL: Tempe EManu-Ev Brotit- 
ERHOOD announced its newly appointed 
committee chairmen at its first board 
meeting, September 17. 


CANTON, OHIO: McKintey Avenct 
TEMPLE BroTHERHOOD heard NFTB Presi- 
dent S. Herbert Kaufman and “The 
Skeptic’s Diary,” June 15, to open a sum- 
mer JCS membership drive. 


JAMAICA, L. I.: Tempe Israet MeEnN’s 
Cius enjoyed Irving Davidson, humorist 
and story-teller, at its October 3 meeting. 


LAWRENCE, MASS.: Tempe Emanv- 
EL BrorHEeRHooD’s October 8 meeting 
featured a free dinner and entertainment. 


GREENSBURG, PA.: Tempte Emanv- 
Ev Men’s Cis heard Justin D. Rothman, 
NFTB assistant executive director, discuss 
the aims of a temple men’s club, Oc- 


tober 8. 


MINNEAPOLIS: Tempce Israet Men’s 
Cius heard George Grim at its opening 
dinner meeting, September 18. “Randy” 
Merriman was master of ceremonies. The 
Bagel Club Discusion Series began Sep- 
tember 20 with a talk by Professor Mark 
Graubard, of the University of Minnesota, 
on “Is Man at War with Himself?” 


BOSTON: Tempie Sinat BROTHERHOOD 
heard William Lakin at its September 23 
breakfast meeting. 
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BEST WISHES 
FROM 


CONGREGATION 


BETH ELOHIM 


Women’s Auxiliary 


CONGREGATION BETH ELOHIM 


Ven’s Club 


CONGREGATION BETH ELOHIM 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Greetings from 
FREE 
SYNAGOGLE 
OF WESTCHESTER 


MAX MACCOBY, Rabbi 
FRANK SCHIFFMAN, President 


WOMEN’S GUILD 
MRS. JOSEPH TOONKEL, President 


MEN'S CLUB. 
MR. DAVID STOLL, President 








TEMPLE ISRAEL 
of the City of New York 


Celebrating 


its 80th Anniversary 


CONGRATULATES THE 
UNION OF 
AMERICAN HEBREW 


CONGREGATIONS 


on the dedication of 


THE HOUSE OF LIVING JUDAISM 


We know the Union, as we. 


will achieve 


“Greater Strength Through Faith” 








“Praised art Thou, O Lord, 
our God, King of the uni- 
verse, who has granted us 
life, and permitted us to 
witness this day in joy and 
in gladness.” 

HEBREW TABERNACLE 
of 
WASHINGTON HEIGHTS 
607 West 161st St., 

New York 32, N. Y. 

Jacob Polish, Rabbi 








May we share in 

seeking the continued 

fruition of the cherished 

goals of Liberal Judaism 

in this New Year 
CONGREGATION ANSHE HESED 


Sisterhood Ven's Club 
ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA 











Blessed are we who have lived to witness in this sacred month, 


the dedication of a Synagogue of Synagogues, a Mother to 


Congregations. a House oF LivinG JUDAISM. 


TEMPLE ISRAEL 


NEW ROCHELLE 
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oF LivinGc JUDAISM. 


SISTERHOOD BERGEN COUNTY 
REFORM TEMPLE 


TEMPLE SISTERHOOD 
CONGREGATION AHAVATH CHESED 


Jacksonville, Fla. Bogota, New Jersey 


SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE 
SHAREY TEFILO 


TeMPLE GUILD SISTERHOOD 


Tampa, Florida 
East Orange, New Jersey 


TEMPLE SISTERHOOD 
[HE SISTERHOOD OF 


Des Moines, lowa Har Sinar TEMPLE 


Trenton, New Jersey 


ADATH ISRAEL SISTERHOOD 
Louisville, Kentucky SISTERHOOD TEMPLE BETH OR 


Raleigh, North Carolina 


BetuH Ext Men’s Cus 
TEMPLE EMANUEL OF KINGSTON 
AND ITS SISTERHOOD 


Chicago, Illinois 
Kingston, New York 


MICHIGAN FEDERATION OF 


TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 


Facet Temp_e Betu EL SistERHOOD 
Detroit, Michigan 


Fargo, North Dakota 


THE SISTERHOOD OF 


TempLe Betu Israev Isaac M. Wise TEMPLE 


SISTERHOOD 


Jackson, Michigan ae : , 
6 Cincinnati, Ohio 


SISTERHOOD TEMPLE BETH JAcoB 


Pontiac, Michigan 





Bleaued are we who have lived to witness in this sacred month. the dedication 


of a Synagogue of Synagogues, a Mother to Congregations, a House 


RocKDALE AVENUE TEMPLE 
SISTERHOOD 


Cincinnati, Ohio 


JewisH Lapies AID AND 
SISTERHOOD 


Oklahoma City. Oklahoma 


Betu IsraeEL SISTERHOOD 


Portland, Oregon 


OHEV SHOLOM TEMPLE 
SISTERHOOD 


Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 


SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE 
B’nat ISRAEL 


McKeesport, Pennsylvania 


TEMPLE JUDEA SISTERHOOD 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL 
SISTERHOOD 


Austin, Texas 


VIRGINIA STREET TEMPLE 
SISTERHOOD 


Charleston, W. Virginia 











| 
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FIFTH AVENUE, NEW 


Sisterhood Topics 


OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE 


SISTERHOODS 


YORK): 2k, NEW YORK 





As the President Sees It 


Ir IS a unique privilege as presi- 
dent of the National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods to address the 
readers of AMERICAN JUDAISM in its 
first issue. To NFTS this is a signifi- 
cant and historic moment marking. 
as it the dedication of the 
Union’s House of Living Judaism- 
Berg Memorial and initiating a new 
era in the life of the Union of Amer- 
ican Hebrew Congregations and its 


does. 


affiliates. 

tepresenting the woman power of 
Liberal Judaism in America and 
throughout the world, we, of the 460 
Sisterhoods in the United States, 
Canada, Cuba and Panama, in Great 
Britain. the Union of South Africa 
and Australia, rejoice in our new 
home, our new magazine, and in the 
myriads of new friends and support- 
ers who have joined our ranks and 
strengthened our movement. 

We rejoice also because this new 
era has evolved from a period of 
thoughtful and courageous survey 
and evaluation in the 
time and place in which we live. We 


relation to 


are grateful that the roots of our 
movement are strong and deep, 
reaching back to the prophets of 
Israel for its Judaism, to the funda- 
mental concepts of democratic 
America for its liberalism and to the 
reforming spirit of Isaac Mayer 
Wise for its inspiration. 

We are happy to be a part of this 
new magazine through which the 


by MRS. LOUIS A. ROSETT 


principles of American Judaism will 
be brought to the attention of an 
ever-widening public. 
As to our new home 
less to state that the Union House of 
Living Judaism-Berg Memorial will 
ever have a deep and abiding place 
in our hearts, in our minds, and in 


it is need- 


our efforts to further the cause for 
which it stands, The part which we 
have been able to play in its reali- 
zation—the initiation of the project. 
the gathering of funds, the strength- 
ening of a spirit of common pur- 
pose, triumphing finally over many 
obstacles — has served to draw our 
Sisterhoods closer to each other and 
has resulted in an intensification of 
our aims and objectives as Sister- 
hoods. 

This common purpose has been 
dramatized it seems to me in the 
Sisterhood Lounge which is to serve 
as a general reception room for the 
building, by the painting on the fire- 
place wall and the inscription in the 
pages of the Book of Living Judaism. 

In the Book of Living Judaism 
will be recorded names of individ- 
uals whose contributions made up 
the sum of our gift to the Union 
(over $400,000.00) toward the erec- 
tion of the building; while on the 
fireplace wall, blended in a glorious 
and glowing pattern, will be in- 
scribed the names of those Sister- 
hoods who during the House of 


Living Judaism campaign met or ex- 
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ceeded their quota 
of $10.00 per mem- 
ber to the building 





fund. 

For those Sisterhoods whose names 
do not appear on the wall but who 
will achieve their quota at some later 
date, a plaque is being prepared on 
which names can be added as the 
place is won. For those thousands 
who may in the years to come wish 
to inscribe additional names in the 
Book of Living Judaism, provision 
has been made for a supplement in 
which names may be inscribed as 
they are received. 

Thus we go forward, thankfully, 
hopefully, prayerfully! 


Latest “Over the Top” 
in the House of 


. . 7 . 
Living Judaism Project 
Sisterhood HLJ Chairman 
Temple Israel, South Norwalk, Conn. 
Mrs. Sol Zuckerman 
Adas Israel, Henderson, Ky. Mrs. Ben Bernstein 
Har Sinai, Trenton, N. J. Mrs. Elmer L. Shaffer 
Ahavath Sholom, Brooklyn, N. Y 
Mrs. A. A. Steinbach 
Lynbrook, N. Y. 
Mrs. S. Greenwald 
Sinai Temple, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
Mrs. Eugene N. Popper 
N,'3 
Mrs. Jerome D. Stein 
Gastonia, N. C. 
Mrs. Sidney Cohen 
Beth El, Steubenville, Ohio 
Mrs. Harry Henry 


Temple 


Temple Emanu-E] 


Yonkers, 


Temple Emanuel, 
Temple Emanuel, 
Temple 
Judea, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mrs. Sidney Harburg 


Beth-El, Fort Worth, Texas 
Mrs. Milton Simon 


Temple 
Temple 


Tyler, Texas 


Temple Beth-El 
Mrs. Max Krumholtz 

Wheeling. W. Va. 
Mrs. Sam Crone 


Eoff St. Temple 


43 

















To All 
Who Had 


Vision 





by MRS. EDWARD B. SCHULKIND 


Chairman, NFTS House of Living 
Judaism Committee 


THERE IS something almost pro- 
phetic in the fact that the formal 
opening of the doors of the Union 
House of Living Judaism-Berg Me- 
morial is to take place at a time 
which practically coincides with 
Rosh Ha-shono. New Year. indeed. 





Mhay the inspiration 
from your House 

of Living Judaism 
ever be with us 

in all our Temples. 


Sisterhood 


Temple Beth Israel 


SAHRON, PA. 

















IMPORTANT ? 
a Look on page 26 | 

















for American Reform Judaism: the 
time for reevaluation; the time for 
rededication; the time for reaflirma- 
tion of faith and devotion. 

The great dream of the Sister- 
hoods of our National Federation 
has been realized and we can pause 
for a day to admire and rejoice. 
Then, on with the appointed task: 
We are proud of and grateful to the 
many Sisterhoods who fulfilled their 
quotas in time to have their names 
inscribed on the fireplace wall. We 
shall be no less proud of, and no 
less grateful to those who will fol- 
low in the months or years to come. 
For them, too, there will be recogni- 
tion in our Sisterhood Lounge—not 
on the fireplace wall. it is true—but 


somewhere their names will be dis- 
played for having given their share 
to the building of our national home. 
It is my hope and my dream that 
some day the name of every Sister- 
hood in the NFTS will be included 
in the lists of the faithful. 

To you for whom the task has 
been harder and slower, | say, “Be 
of good courage.” Although our 
House has been built, there is yet so 
much that is needed that we urge 
you to continue your efforts until 
you too have met that quota! 

May the Holy Days give us new 
hope and strength so that we, the 
women of American Reform Jewry, 
may help keep alive the precepts 
and ideals of our great teachers. 


NFTS Leader Reports on London 


by HELEN KOHN HENNIG, Columbia, S. C. 
President, NFTS District No. 13 
The South Carolina Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 


I] WAS one of those Americans fortunate 
enough to be a delegate from the National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods to the 
recent conference of the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism held in London. | 
have been asked to tell you a few things 
about the part played by women in this 


’ 


conference and if you will allow me to 
leave to ochers comments upon the spirit- 
ual significances involved. I should like to 
share a few of my impressions. 

You would have had reason to be very 
proud of our president, Mrs. Louis A. 
Rosett, for she not only presided with 
grace and charm but she was the ever- 
eager and always inspiring spokesman for 
the National Federation of Temple Sis- 
terhoods. Mrs. Harold Baum, Milwaukee, 
who is the chairman of our NFTS special 
committee on the World Union was the 
chief speaker at the only session devoted 
entirely to the subject of women’s work 
and she was at her very best. Mrs. Baum 
told those present about the work done in 
the United States, of the challenge which 
was ours through the opportunities we 
have. She stressed the work of the Sister- 
hood for those in need, and explained 
that Sisterhood women have a responsi- 
hility to their local temples, to the Na- 
tional Federation and its districts, to the 


World Union for Progressive Judaism. 

Mrs. Jeanette Wolff of Germany spoke 
in her native tongue, telling us of the 
work being done to rebuild the morale 
and interest in Judaism, especially Pro- 
gressive Judaism. 

Mrs. Bertram Jacobs of England com- 
mented that the home was the woman s 
most important workshop in siressing mor- 
al and spiritual values and cited the ex- 
cellent example of Queen Elizabeth and 
her daughters. Miss G. Viterbi explained 
that work of an organized nature in Italy 
was just getting started but that the lead- 
ers of the movement anticipated great 
achievements. 

To me the outstanding contribution to 
the meeting by women came from the 
British women who gave uncounted hours 
to the task set to them, who made us feel 
welcome in their country and in their 
homes. Most of all I think that they made 
a contribution by their demonstration that 
no matter what estate they might hold, no 
matter how important nor how lowly their 
place in life, they were never too busy to 
devote hours upon hours to the devel- 
opment of what appears to them of 
paramount importance, the nurturing of 
spiritual values in life through the work 


of the synagogue and its agencies. 
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Sabbath candles being lighted by Mrs. Stanley 
Friedman (left) and Mrs. Alvin Kaplan. 


Sukos table of the Harvest season being 


prepared by Mrs. David Kalish.  "% 


A Cavaleade 


of Holidays 


The Sisterhood of Temple Beth Israel, Macon, Ga., dec- 
orated tables for each of eight festivals in the Jewish 


religious year and invited school teachers to attend a 





program based on these holidays. Mrs. Emile Hirsch, 
Sisterhood president, said the teachers had been invited 
“for a better understanding of the basic religious rea- 


sons which cause absences of our children from school.” 


* 
, Mrs. Stanley Friedman was program chairman and 
Mrs. Gus Small served as narrator. Herbert Herrington, 
- organist, played traditional melodies for each holiday. 








| ) oe 

| | 

: Chanuko table gifts being arranged 

by Mrs. Nathan Gans. 

Purim table being prepared by Mrs. Ike Dreizin 
(left) and her mother, Mrs. Sam Pollock. 
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-Lfor this woman-— 
David, the 
Lion of Judah, 
conqueror of 
Goliath, broke 
God's own 
commandment!” 


20th Century-Fox | 
presents 
the Warrior... 


the Woman... 
the World 


ATHSHEBA 


captured in Color by 


TECHNICOLOR 


GREGORY PECK 
=" HAYWARD 


NOW SPPIVOLT 8330" 





F ar-Reaching Decisions at NFTS 


An historic NFTS Executive Committee 
meeting, presided over by Mrs. Louis A. 
Rosett, National President from New Ro- 
chelle, N. Y., was held in Cincinnati, May 
31 through June 1. Present were nine ot 
the eleven members of the committee, 
representing NFTS from North to South, 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. This was 
the first time in NFTS history that such 
an executive committee meeting had con- 
vened for the purpose of group thinking 
toward the continued growth and enrich- 
ment of the NFTS program. Following 
are some of the highlights, to be further 
discussed and considered at the forthcom- 
ing Annual NFTS Board Meeting to be 
held in New York City, October 29-30. 

As a result of a letter from Mrs. Rosett, 
requesting suggestions, many ideas had 
been forthcoming from all members of the 
NFTS Executive Board. These formed the 
basis for some of the discussion. Recom- 
mendations, which were shared by many, 
were that there was needed a strengthen- 
ing of the bond between NFTS and loca! 
Sisterhoods. There was also the thought 
that both local Sisterhoods and even 
members of the Executive Board needed 
additional stimulation and_ information 
concerning the purposes and program of 
NFTS. 

To focus attention on these recommen- 
dations several decisions were taken. A 
Special Committee on Evaluation was es- 
tablished, with Mrs. Julius Mark, New 
York, an NFTS vice-president as tempo- 
rary chairman and Mrs. Henry Monsky, 
Omaha, NFTS Recording Secretary as 
permanent chairman: a Special Commit- 
tee on Field Service, chaired by Mrs. Juli- 
an Hennig, Columbia, S. C., President, 
NFTS District No. 13, the South Carolina 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, was es- 
tablished to aid in developing an_in- 
creased and intensified program of service 
to local Sisterhoods to consist of NFTS 
speakers and representatives for the pur- 
poses of leadership training. 

Additional decisions were: That there 
be a meeting of the executive committee 
in the spring and a fall Executive Board 
meeting: that a budget and finance com- 
mittee be appointed; that there be quarter- 
ly reports to the Board of NFTS financial 
status. 

The executive committee approved the 
details of a tentative agreement relating to 
the replacement of Topics AND TRENDS, 
Tue Jewish LAYMAN and Linerat Jupa- 
ISM, with one new magazine. This tenta- 


tive agreement had in principle been 


approved by NFTS at the 1949 St. Louis 
Executive Board Meeting. (It is now a 
reality with this first issue of AMERICAN 
JUDAISM.) 

The following resolution was adopted 
unanimously by the executive committee 
and then, by a mail vote, by the Board of 
NFTS this summer: “Scholarship Aid to 
Pre-Rabbinic Students:—Reform or Lib- 
eral Judaism is a religious movement dedi- 
cated to the service of God and man. The 
National Federation of Temple Sister- 
hoods, the women’s arm of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, is the 
national and international women’s or- 
ganization of Liberal Judaism. One of its 
major objectives is the advancement of 
Liberal Judaism in the United States and 
throughout the world. Toward this latter 
end it is affiliated with the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism whose headquar- 
ters are in London, England, but whose 
work extends to every continent of the 
world, where it stimulates Reform or 
Liberal or Progressive Judaism through 
the development of congregations, reli- 
gious schools, youth activities and women's 
groups. 

Its fine and essential work has been 
tragically handicapped not only by the 
dread cataclysms of world-wide wars 
which have twice swept across the face of 
the earth in recent decades, but also by 
the lack of funds for Liberal rabbis and 
spiritual leaders who can interpret Lib- 
eral or Progressive Judaism to others. 

Therefore, as one step in the develop- 
ment of a far-visioned program through 
the National Federation of Temple Sister- 
hoods and its Special Committee on World 
Union for Progressive Judaism Activities, 
the executive committee recommends to 
the NFTS Executive Board the use of not 
more than $5,000.00 annually from the 
NFTS Scholarship and Religious Educa- 
tion Fund for off-campus student aid 
to pre-rabbinic students recommended 
through the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism and the Hebrew Union College- 
Jewish Institute of Religion. 

This student aid, which shall be granted 
in proportion to need and shall in no 
one case exceed more than $1,200.00 
per annum, may also be extended to pre- 
rabbinic candidates recommended by the 
HUC-JIR who may be former displaced 
persons or similar special students now 
resident in the United States. Further, it 
shall be understood that any student 
granted such aid as is herein outlined. 


who fails to continue his rabbinic studies 


NOVEMBER, 1951 SISTERHOOD TOPICS i. 
° 











through personal choice, shall be expected 
to consider the aid granted as a loan to be 
repaid without interest. 

“Through the foregoing effort and other 
activities to be recommended to the con- 
stituent units of the National Federation 
of Temple Sisterhoods, the women of Re- 
form Judaism in the New World shall be 
able to clasp hands in service with their 
coreligionists overseas. Thus shall they 
demonstrate their personal dedication to 
Reform or Liberal or Progressive Judaism 
not only through the advancement of their 
own congregation and the program of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
but also through the world-wide advance 
of our faith through the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism.” 

Financial assistance is already in effect 
for two pre-rabbinic students now study- 
ing in Cincinnati who could not have gone 


on without this immediate financial aid. 


Rabbi Bernard Heller. 

Aided by NFTS, Conducts 
High Holy Day Services 

in India 

Rabbi Bernard Heller of New York City. 


flew to Bombay, India, in order to officiate 


at High Holy Day services for the Progres- 


sive Union of Bombay, only Liberal Jew- 


ish congregation in India. He will remain 
in Bombay for two months as spiritual 
leader of the small Indian synagogue and 
will help to institute a program of reli- 
vious education for youth and adults. 

Dr. Heller, a noted author and philoso- 
pher, made the trip under the auspices of 
the World Union for Progressive Judaism 
with the aid of the Union of American He- 
brew Congregations and the National Fed- 
eration of Temple Sisterhoods, and funds 
advanced by individual congregations. The 
National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 
helped to finance this project by contribut- 
ing $500.00 from the reserve of its Scholar- 
ship and Religious Education Fund. 

Although the Jewish community in Bom- 
bay is small, it has existed there for some 
2,000 years when the Bene Israelites are 
thought to have arrived from Palestine 
Other Jews who comprise the Jewish com- 
munity are the Cochin Jews who emigrated 
from China, and the Iraqui Jews who came 
to India some 150 years ago. Although out 
of touch with the mainstream of Jewish 
life for hundreds of years. the Bombay 
Jews have nevertheless retained their tra- 
ditional rites and beliefs. 

Dr. Heller was ordained at the He- 
brew Union College-Jewish Institute ef 
Religion in 1920. 
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Greetings and 


Congratulations 


from 


The Shaaray Tefila 
Sisterhood 
of 
WEST END SYNAGOGUE 


OF NEW YORK CITY 


upon the 
fulfillment 


of a 


long cherished dream 








GREETINGS 
[rom 
Shaare-Kmeth 
Sisterhood 


Nt. Louis, Mo. 























Greetings 


BARTONS 


Famous for 


Continental Chocclates 


49 Stores in New York. 


Newark and Detroit. 


Closed on the Sabbath and 


all Jewish holidays. 








Du Val 


Freneh 


lee Cream 


Wishes you 


Godspeed 











May 
the Tree of Life 
grow and bloom 
for the House 
of Living Judaism 
The 
Flower Garden 


135 E. 34th Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 
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Here and There in the Sisterhood World 


> Parents went to S¢ hool in Des \loines. 


lowa, where the sSisTERHOOD OF TEMPI} 


JESHURUN turned the tables one Sunday 


evening. At the religious school open 


house. parents spent a session in the 
classroom just as their own children did. 


The result was greater understanding be- 


tween teacher and parent. 


© There was something new at the an- 


nual meeting of the SHAARAY TEFILA SIs- 
rERHOOD, Chicago, Hl. The musical 
cantata, “What Is Sisterhood,” first: pre 


sented at the NFTS 1950 Biennial by the 


Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, was presented by an all stan 

all member cast. Mrs. John H. Gohi 
and Mrs. Manfred H. Kohler were in 


charge of the program. 


The highlight of the 75th Annual 
luncheon meeting of the DEBORAH SISTER- 
HOOD, of Anshe Sholom Temple, Hamilton. 


Ontario, Canada. was the strikingly im- 





pressive ceremony to honor twelve mem- 
bers of the Sisterhood who had given oi 
their service for thirty-five years or longer. 
Mrs. Isaac Segel officiated, and in’ pre- 
senting special certificates, said, “Such 
consistency of service makes a notable 
record, and contributes largely in main- 
taining the interests and activities of the 
Sisterhood—which has for its principles 


Service, Friendship, Loyalty.” 


P41 “colossal success’ was the unani- 
mous opinion of the sistERHOOD TEMPLE 
aLbeRT of Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
when they described their rummage sale. 
The two-day sale left the Ways and 
Means Committee with a tidy profit. The 
committee attributes the success of this 
project to the many workers and “the 
iact that the merchandise contributed was 


salable.” 


© Democracs is given a richer meaning 
by the TEMPLE SISTERHOOD—1; NAI JEHUDAH 


ens ITERHOOD 
EWEATES Yorough 


UNIONGRAA 


ANNUAL INTERFAITH EVENT HIGHLIGHTED BY DISPLAY—Above is a 
picture of the Institute on Judaism for Church Women sponsored annually 
by Oheb Shalom Sisterhood, Baltimore, Md., for public school teachers and 
other Christian women lay leaders. The Institute which was held during 
Brotherhood week for the women’s auxiliary of the Protestant Episcopal 


Diocese of Maryland aroused much interest. 

Shown also are the prize-winning Uniongram books of the Sisterhood. 
Mrs. Herman Goldsmith is chairman of the Interfaith Committee and Miss 
Marianna Meyer is chairman of the Uniongram Committee. The books are 
made by Mrs. Reuben Ottenheimer. Mrs. Albert Lowenthal is the new presi- 


dent of the Oheb Shalom Sisterhood. 
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Interfaith Institute, Syracuse, N. Y. 


Greetings 


“YOUR STORE” 


ANDALUSIA. Alabama 
MARIANNA, Florida 
TALLAHASSEE, Florida 











The Sisterhood of 
TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
DALLAS. TEXAS 


proudly joins with all 





“ONE WHO HATES SUFFERS MORE THAN ONE WHO IS HATED”— in wishing a glorious future 


Thus spoke Dr. Jesse Ross at the Interfaith Institute conducted by the for the 
Sisterhood of Temple Society of Concord, Syracuse, N. Y. Above (I. to r.): 
Mrs. Alexander Mason, Council of Church Women; Rev. Wm. H. McConaghy, HOUSE OF LIVING JUDAISM 
First Presbyterian Church; Mrs. John A. Atwell; Dr. Jesse Ross. 











of Kansas City, Mo. Each month women 
who are newcomers to the United States 
are invited to a special luncheon planned 
and prepared by the Sisterhood Refuge 
Committee. About sixty-five mothers and 
pre-school children thoroughly enjoy the 
luncheon and the special educational pro- 
grams which are provided. Sitters are 
available for the children while thei: 
mothers attend programs on_ dietetics, 


social security and similar subjects. 


P A new note was struck by the TEMPLE 
B’NAI ISRAEL SISTERHOOD in Baton Rouge, 
La., during their Interfaith conference. 
Participating, in addition to Christian 
and Jewish leaders, were a Quaker and 


a member of the Islam faith. 





& Honors came to two members of the 


SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE JUDEA, Cedar Frcetiuge 


Rapids, Iowa. Mrs. Carl Ettinger, Sister- 
hood president and Mrs. Herman Licht to the HOUSE OF LIVING JUDAISM 
were each chosen “Woman of the Week” x tec 


for their many achievements, a distinction 


conferred by the local Cedar Rapids 9 
Gazette. from RAFF 5 


& A musical note was struck by the mr. the home of good food 


SINAI SISTERHOOD of Sioux City, Iowa, 


when they presented a choral group of ; . : e : 
‘ : a New York... Philadelphia ... Boston... Syracuse 
Negro singers from the local community . 








center. 
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TWO NOVELS OF JEWISH LIFE 
spotlighting today’s problems 


Bride 
of the 
Sabbath 


By SAMUEL ORNITZ 


author of Haunch, Paunch and Jowl 


ey: OF THE swarming streets of New 
York’s lower East Side where _ the 
secure live alongside the damned—comes a 
novel of the joys and heartbreaks of the 
Jews, a tale teeming with the passions, piety 
and color of Jewish life. 

Here is the story of young Saal Cramer 
from the turn of the century to the be- 
ginnings of World War I—growing from 
Orthodox youth to liberal manhood, his 
family, his friends, his girls, his employers. 
Everyone of the Jewish faith will find this 
panorama a stirring affirmation of man’s 
spirit, his capacity for good, and his ability 
to triumph over evil. $3.75 





The < 
Sadness in 
Lexington 
Avenue 


By MYRON BRINIG 
author of Footsteps on the Starr, 
Singermann, etc. 
} = should the son of a German father 
and a Jewish mother be brought up? 
Can he live as a Christian, hating Jews, never 
knowing that he, himself, is Jewish? This 1s 
the gripping novel of two New York families 
in a world between two wars—the Shillers, 
proud, anti-Semitic; the Goldmans, kind, de- 
vout—clashing over a way of life, bringing 
conflict to a man’s soul. $3.50 


At all bookstore ig 
RINEHART & COMPANY 
New York 16 
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Lincoln—both thus serving further to 
guarantee the equal civil and military 
rights of Jews. In recording these two 
events, incidentally. Dr. Korn has like- 
wise clarified for us two significant but 


previously blurred and disputed data of 


American Jewish history. 

Authenticity of the book's historical 
content is well fortified by an almost 
bewildering array of reference notes to 
myriad sources in the manuscripts. per- 
sonal letters. diaries and periodicals, re- 
ligious and secular, of the period it de- 
scribes. All this material is skilfully as- 
sembled, and presented in a series of 
chapters, each describing in impressive 
detail some particular phase of American 
Jewish religious. political and social life 
of the Civil War era. One might wish 
that. despite the author’s declared pur- 
pose of recording Jewish activities as a 
community rather than of representative 
individuals, he had added a chapter on 
the purely military achievements of Jews 
in the War itself. Some of these are in- 
deed told in the chapter on the Chaplain- 
cy Controversy: but a more particular- 
ized account, somewhat in the abbrevi- 
ated pattern of our current Jewish Wel- 
fare Board records of W orld Wars | and 
II, is still needed if only to complete the 
record rather than as a matter of mere 
apologetics. 

{merican Jewry and the Civil War is 
a valuable contribution to the growing 
literature of American Jewish history. 
Its authoritative content and flowing 
narrative should make it easy reading for 
the general as well as Jewish public. 

MORRIS M. FEUERLICH1 


Yahadut Amerika Be-Hit-Pathuta 
by Moshe Davis. Jewish Theo- 
logical Seminary of America. 


New York. 403 pp. $6.00. 


Dr. Moshe Davis has contributed a well- 
written chapter, in excellent Hebrew, to 
the history of the Jews and Judaism in 
America. It is a pioneer work on the 
emergency of the Conservative move- 
ment in American Judaism or as he pre- 
fers to eall it “the Historical School.” 
An analytical introduction and a chapter 
on communal and social background 
(1825-1840) are followed by biographical 
sketches of ten rabbinical and lay 
banner-bearers of the middle party in 
American Judaism. The minyon is well 
chosen. It consists of Isaac Leeser. Sam- 


(Continued on page 54) 
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ISRAEL-AMERICA LINE 





General Agents: 


AMERICAN ISRAELI SHIPPING CO., INC. 
27 William St., N. Y. 5 Digby 4-7600 








“THIS IS JUDAISM” 
An Exposition of Reform 
Judaism 
By Rabbi Ferdinand M. Isserman 
Vow in its Third Printing, $3.00 
Used successfully in con- 

firmation classes, adult 
study groups and courses 
in religion at colleges and 
universities. 
Order from Sinai Book SERVICE 
5017 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 8, Missouri 








SPINOZA 
DICTIONARY 


Edited by Dagobert D. Runes 


N THIS work, Baruch Spinoza, one 

of the cardinal thinkers of all time, 
answers the eternal questions of man 
and his passions, God and nature. In 
the deepest sense, this dictionary of 
Spinoza’s philosophy is a_ veritable 
treasury of sublime wisdom. 

Here is what Albert Einstein writes 
about this book: 

“T have read the Spinoza Dictionary 
with great care. It is, in my opinion, 
a valuable contribution to philosophi- 
cal literature. 

“If the reader despairs of the busi- 
ness of finding his way through Spi- 
noza’s works: here he will find a 
reliable guide speaking in Spinoza’s 
own words. 

“The grand ideas of Spinoza’s Ethics 
are brought out clearly in this book, 
not less than the heroic illusions of 
this great and passionate man.” $5.00 


Expedite Shipment by Prepayment 
PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY 
Publishers 


15 East 40 St., Desk 599 
New York 16, N. Y. 
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It has been our privilege 


to fabricate and install the 





ORNAMENTAL IRON, ALUMINUM & BRONZE WORK | 
for the | 
| HOUSE OF LIVING JUDAISM ( 
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1190 Longwood Avenue, New York 59. N. Y. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Jack WEXLER 
AND CHILDREN 
Vew Rochelle, N.Y. 


TEMPLE ANSHE AMONIM 
Pittsfield, Mass. 


Bonar ISRAEL CONGREGATION 
Petoskey, Michigan 


TEMPLE CONCORD 


Binghamton, New York 


TEMPLE AHAVATH SHOLOM 
Brooklyn. New York 


TEMPLE RopEPH SHALOM 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





GREETINGS 
TO THE HOUSE OF LIVING JUDAISM 


Mr. & Mrs. Haro_tp W. DuBINSKY 
St. Louis. Mo. 


Mr. & Mrs. Irvine I. ROSENBAUM 
President of Temple Israel of 
New York City 


Mrs. ABRAHAM STEIGERWALD 
New York City 


Mr. & Mrs. Nat ABELSON 
New Rochelle. New York 


SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE EMANU-EL 


Tucson. Arizona 
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uel Myer Isaacs, Morris Raphall. Sabato 
Morais, Benjamin Szold, Marcus Jastrow. 
Mayer Sulzberger. Alexander Kohut. H. 
Pereira Mendes and Solomon’ Solis- 
Cohen. A number of other leaders are 


presented in an appendix to the volume. 
The second section of the book is de- 
voted to the religious life and institutions 
shaped by these stalwarts and their fol- 
lowers. We find here useful information 
regarding the pioneer labors in Jewish 
education, social welfare, defense of 
Jewish rights and synagogual organiza- 
tion from 1840 to 1870, the alignments 
with Reform leaders to the rift between 
the two movements which followed the 
Pittsburgh Conference in 1885, and the 
subsequent organization of the Conserva- 
tive movement around the newly es- 
tablished Jewish Theological Seminary. 
The third section, which is at once the 
shortest and the most revealing, sketches 
the theological interpretation of the 
leaders of the “Historical School.” It 
touches on their belief in God (including 
revelation, creation, immortality and 
retribution), Torah and Mitsvos (Sinaitic 
revelation, Biblical criticism. and the 
authority of the Talmud and the Shul- 
chan Aruch), and the Messianic Ideal 
and the Mission of Israel. The things 
that really matter in the theological cli- 
mate of the second half of the nineteenth 
century in American Judaism come to 
light in this section of the book. A num- 
ber of supplementary documents and a 
copious bibliography of primary and 
secondary sources bring this splendid 
work to an end. 

While the work concerns itself  pri- 
marily with the Conservative movement, 
it throws much welcome light on the 
crystallization of the religious groupings 
in American Judaism. Reducing sec- 
tarian zeal to a minimum, Dr. Davis pre- 
sents the leaders and ideologies of Re- 
form and of Orthodoxy with understand- 
ing and at times with esteem. Within 
Conservatism itself he notes certain 
difficulties that inevitably derived from 
the heterogeneity of its leaders and the 
variety of their rituals and customs. 
Some of them were Orthodox. while 
others represented moderate Reform. 
What brought them together was their 
common antagonism to Reform in its 
more radical expressions, on the one 
hand, and, on the other, their Western 
orientation, which distinguished them 
from the Orthodoxy, which grew into a 
power with the increase of Jewish immi- 
gration from Eastern Europe. On the 
positive side they shared a devotion to 





Blessed are we 

who have lived to witness 

in this sacred month 

the dedication 

of a Synagogue of Synagogues. 
a Mother to Congregations. 


a House of Living Judaism. 


Mrs. Alvin Smith 
Salt Lake City 
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Will Gladden Your Heart with Its Soft 
Mellow Light of Reverence. For Kindling 
the Sabbath and Holiday Candles, Yahrzeit 
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AEROLUX LIGHT CORP. 
653 tith Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 
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2107 41st Ave. Long Island City 
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Hreetings 


SISTERHOOD, TEMPLE 
SHERITH ISRAEL 
San Francisco, 


California 








May vou be inscribed 
in the Book of Life 
with 
GOD-BESTOWED BLESSINGS 
The Sisterhood of 
CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE 
of Nassau County 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N. Y. 
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K’lal Yisroel, which Dr. Schechter 
named ‘‘Catholic Israel,” to Zionism, to 
ceremonial observance and to Hebrew as 
a sacred tongue. 

The work ends where our interest is 
greatest. The half century, from the ap- 
pearance of Dr. Solomon Schechter as 
the president of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary to the present, has witnessed 
many important developments in the 
Conservative camp, which are not as 
known as they should be. We trust that 
Dr. Davis who has begun the praise- 


worthy task of recording the history of 


the Conservative movement will find the 
time and the energy to complete it. In 
the meantime, we heartily felicitate him 
on his meritorious achievement. 


SAMUEL S, COHON 


The Armed Forces Prayer Book by 
Daniel A. Poling, Prentice-Hall, 
Inc. 116 pp. $1.50. 


This is a collection of some hundred 
prayers compiled by the Reverend Daniel 
A. Poling, the editor of the Christian 
Herald Magazine, president of the 
World’s Christian Endeavor Union, and 
himself a chaplain. They represent the 
prayers of many people, of many faiths, 
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish, and 
even, we suspect, of those who stand 
unaffiliated with any organized sect. The 
names of many of the authors are world 
famous: General Dwight Eisenhower, 
Dr. Compton, General Omar Bradley, 
Charles E. Wilson, Cardinal Spellman, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Rabbi David de Sola 
Pool and our own Rabbi Philip S. 
Bernstein. 

In beautiful simplicity they cover a 
wide range of subjects, views, and moods, 
to inspire and fortify our men and women 
of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Marines in hours of peril, hardship, and 
sacrifice. It is an expression of the faith 
and aspirations of all America. Far and 
wide may it successfully serve its noble 
purpose and bring strength and confi- 
dence to all men and women in the 
Armed Forces to whom the little volume 
is dedicated. 

LEE M. FRIEDMAN 
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freetings 
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HOUSE OF LIVING JUDAISM 


RAPID 
Messenger Service 
480 LEXINGTON AVE. 
NEW YORK CITY 


Rooting 17 Warren Street ead . 
New York City NEW YORK 
, . “For now have | chosen and hal- 
Greetings lowed this house, that My name 
may be there forever; and Mine 
TO THE . 


eyes and My heart shall be there 
perpetually.” 
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Har Sinai 
Congregation 
Sisterhood 


7 
Baltimore 
Hebrew 


Congregation 
Sisterhood 


Oheb Shalom 
Congregation 
Sisterhood 


BALTIMORE, 
MARYLAND 


In UNION 
there is Strength 


TEMPLE EMANUEL 
Greensboro, N. C. 
Fred I. Rypins, Rabbi 


Lo, as the potter molds his 
clay, 

Shaping and forming it 
from day to day, 

Well may we rejoice in the 
things we did in building 
and molding a unity of 
which we may all be 
proud. 


GEORGE BLANKSTEIN, 
President 








TEMPLE 
BETH ISRAEL 
HIGHLAND ROAD 


Sharon, Pennsylvania 


MEYER M. ABRAMOWITZ, Rabbi 


DR. DAVID L. EKKER, 


President, Board of Directors 


MRS. LOUIS ROSENBLUM, 


President, Sisterhood 


JACK GOULD 
President, Men’s Club 

















lreetings 
and 
Congratulations 


to the 
House 
of Living 


Judaism 


Emanu-El 


B’ne Jeshurun 
Sisterhood 


MILWAUKEE, 
WISCONSIN 











To the New National Center of 
Liberal Judaism in America 


TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM 


The Liberal Congregation on Miami Beach 


Come the Prayers and Hopes that from this National Shrine 
will come the inspiration to build a vibrant, dynamic 


AMERICAN JUDAISM. 


We join hands with our National Center in our common en- 
deavor, conscious of the great opportunity which is ours. 


From our sanctuary in Miami Beach the message 
of Liberal Judaism has been taken back to the 
four corners of America by thousands of visiting 
worshippers. We therefore believe that a spiritu- 
ally-starved American Jewish community eagerly 
awaits the new era of American Liberal Judaism 
which begins with this Dedication. 
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Loyal to 


THE UNION 
Since 1879 


Greetings 
Temple Beth Israel 


Portland, Oregon 








B’nai El Temple 
OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
The oldest Reform Temple 
west of the Mississippi and 
one of the founders of the 
“Union” joins its Sisterhood 
and Men’s Club in sending 


greetings. 


Blessed are we, 

who have lived 

to witness 

in this sacred month 

the dedication 

of a Synagogue 

of Synagogues, 

a mother to Congregations, 
a House 

of Living Judaism. 


Tremont Temple, 


Congregation 
Gates of Merey 
and 
Tremont Temple 
Sisterhood 


2064 Grand Concourse 
Bronx, New York 


Best wishes 
and 
Greetings 
to the 
House 
of Living 
Judaism 
Congregation, 
Sisterhood 
and 
Men’s Club 
of the 
Union Temple 


of Brooklyn 








Indeed, it is a season for 

rejoicing and the extension of 
HIGH HOLY DAY GREETINGS AND 
DEDICATION CONGRATULATIONS 


from household to household. 


Sisterhood of 
TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 


May the 
HOUSE OF LIVING JUDAISM 
Continue 
To GLoriry Gop 
To Serve aNpD BLess HUMANITY 
To PERPETUATE JUDAISM 
Congregation Rodef Sholom 


Rodef Sholom Sisterhood 
Rodef Sholom Brotherhood 


YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 








Blessed be the work of 
the Union 
in the 
THE HOUSE 
OF LIVING JUDAISM 


CONGREGATION EMANUEL 


Denver, Colorado 








Congratulations 
and Best Wishes 


Temple Israel 
Brotherhood 
MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 











We are proud to be of the family of 
The Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
and rejoice in the dedication of the 
HOUSE OF LIVING JUDAISM 





TEMPLE BETH EL, FLINT, MICHIGAN 


CONGREGATION * 


BROTHERHOOD ® 


SISTERHOOD 
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rejoicing, for the extension of 
HIGH HOLY DAY GREETINGS and 
DEDICATION CONGRATULATIONS 


from household to household. 


The Temple Sisterhood, 


Atlanta, Georgia 


Indeed, it is a season for 








Greetings 


Sisterhood 
Temple 


Sherith 


Israel 





SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


With best wishes 

and the prayerful hope 
that greater 
understanding among men 
of all faiths 


may grow here. 


Temple 

Beth Zion, 
the Sisterhood 
of Temple 
Beth Zion, 


and the 


Men’s Club 
of Temple 
Beth Zion 


Send hearty greetings 

to the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations 
on this happy 

occasion. 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 


Sincere Good Wishes 


to the Union’s 
HOUSE OF LIVING JUDAISM 
Rector Press 


192 W. 22nd St., N. Y. C. 
WAtkins 9-6398 














A prayer 

for the unbounded success 
of the House 

of Living Judaism 

is offered 

by the Sisterhood 

and Congregation of 


Temple Gates 
of Heaven 


SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 


Marble Work in the new 
BERG MEMORIAL 


executed by 
FRIEDMAN 
MARBLE & SLATE WORKS, INC., 


3721 Vernon Boulevard, 
Long Island City 1, N. Y. 








BATTLE CREEK 
JEWISH COMMUNITY 
joins in asking God’s 
blessing upon our new home 
of Liberal Judaism 
Temple Beth El Sisterhood 
Myer J. Franklin Lodge #1490 


B’nai B’rith 
Temple Beth E] 








“And thou shalt 

speak of them 

when thou sittest 

in thy House” 
Sisterhood of 


TEMPLE ISRAEL 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 











May you be inscribed 

in the Book of Life 

with God 

Bestowed Blessings 
McKinley Avenue 


Temple 
CANTON, OHIO 








Greetings 


MORTON LITMAN 


Printing Company, Inc. 


270 Lafayette St., 
New York 12, N.Y. 


Telephone: CANAL 6-2541 
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GREETINGS 


TO THE 
HOUSE (OF LIVING JUDAISM 


CONSTRUCTED BY 





PAUL TISHMAN COMPANY 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


595 MADISON AVENUE - NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 
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as a Brooch 
or Clips 
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Royal Oak 
about $15* 


Lady Bugs 
about $12* 











about $15* 








Coro’s versatile fashion-wise DUETTES . . . to be worn as a brooch or separated in a twinkle into dazzling clips. j 
See these beautiful DUETTES at all leading stores or write Coro, Inc., New York 1. Matching earrings available. h 








